AfriCat Wishlist 2018/2019
https://africat.org/wish-list/

Help Sponsor a community school

Onguta Community school phase 1: N$ 1 000 000.00 / US$ 71 124.00
Onguta Community school phase 2: N$ 1 500 000.00/ US$ 106 686.00
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_community_school_onguta_web.pdf

Help Sponsor an Environmental Educator

Salary for one Environmental Education teacher for 1 year: N$ 300 000.00/ US$ 21 337.00
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_essential_salaries_environmental_educator_
web.pdf

Help Sponsor an AfriCat Lion Guard

Five AfriCat Lion Guards salaries per year – N$ 228 000.00 / US$ 16 215.00
Five AfriCat Lion Guards Food parcels valued @ N$ 1,000 / month- N$ 60 000 / US$
Ten Additional Lion Guards (to extend AfriCat work in the communities: salaries, food, fuel), at N$3200
per guard per month @N$ 3,200 / Guard per month) : N$ 385 000.00 / US$ 27 383
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_essential_salaries_lion_guards_web.pdf

Help Sponsor essential salaries for a Research Veterinarian and
Researchers

Research Assistant (Funding to be sourced): N$ 192 000.00 / US$ 13 656
Projects Co-ordinator (Funding to be sourced): N$ 240 000.00 / US$ 17 070.00
Administrator (funding to be sourced): N$ 60000 / US$ 4 267.00
Research Veterinarian : N$ 600 000.00 / US$ 42 674.00
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_essential_salaries_research_veterinarian_web.
pdf

Help Sponsor a ﬁeld vehicle

Toyota Land cruiser & Nissan NP300: N$ 899 364.39 / US$ 63 966.00
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_research_community_field_vehicles_web.pdf

Help Sponsor the AfriCat Environmental Education Programme
Sponsor a school group (20pax + 2 teachers)
for three days: N$ 9 900.00 / US$ 704
for five days: N$ 16 500 / US$ 1 174.00

Sponsor a child

For 3 days: N$ 450.00 / US$ 32
For 5 days: N$ 750 / US$ 53
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_sponsor_environmental_education_
programme_web.pdf

Help Sponsor a tracking device and camera for research
Radio Collars (Cost quoted is per collar): N$ 35 601.83 / US$ 2532
20 x Motion Detection Cameras: N$ 160 000.00 / US$ 11 380.00

Help Sponsor a stock kraal for communal farmers

One Kraal Construction for 350 head of cattle (Including new materials): N$ 50 000.00 / US$ 3 556.00
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_stock_kraal_web.pdf

Help Sponsor the AfriCat mobile vet clinic

Total: N$ 1,200,000.00 / US$ 85,000.00
https://africat.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_veterinary_field_clinic_web.pdf

Cover Photograph: Kilimanjaro (Chris Packham)

N A M I B I A

AfriCat group page:
www.facebook.com/pages/AfriCat-Namibia/1653333651568536?ref=hl
AfriCat Enviromental Education page:
www.facebook.com/pages/AfriCat-Environmental-Education/270729123046968
AfriCat Charity page: www.facebook.com/TheAfriCatFoundation
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Read more AfriCat news:
https://africat.org/lion-guards/
https://africat.org/lion-research/

‘Protect Our Pride’

Lion Guards & GPS-Satellite collars keep Lions Alive and
farmers, with their livestock, Safe…
The Lion is uniquely a social cat, typically forming Prides comprising 2-4 adult
males, several adult females and a number of sub-adults and cubs. The Lion
Prides of Namibia’s North West may only number 1 or 2 females and their
offspring, that occasionally meet up with a territorial or nomadic male. Lion
numbers fluctuate depending on available natural prey, but at times lions are
in conflict with farmers when livestock present an easy option, especially when
they roam unattended at night. Herdsmen and predator-proof kraals (bomas)
increase the survival rate of domestic stock, especially in such wilderness areas
where man and lion share habitat. Namibia’s typical dry periods, seemingly
increasing in regularity, are cause for concern. Where wildlife instinctively
migrates, seldom causing long-term habitat destruction, large livestock herds
kept close to settlements are unsustainable and result in desertification.
The necessity to GPS-Satellite collar as many lions as possible is clear: apart from
providing data on location and movement patterns, the collars are programmed
to send an Alert Notification to a mobile phone, informing the AfriCat North
Team of the lion’s position once it enters a pre-set ‘danger-zone’; this Alert is
forwarded by the Team, via sms, Whatsapp or a telephone call, to the farmer(s) Above: Lion Guards, Scott (left) and Jackson.
who may have livestock in or close to, the ‘danger-zone’.
The farmer(s) then has the option to make sure that his/her livestock are brought to safety in the numerous kraals built by AfriCat, in the so-called conflict hot-spots.
However, oftentimes the cell-network is too weak or the farmer lives in a remote area where cell-net is lacking - if this is the case, our team of Lion Guards (the
AfriCat Response Team) will drive to the location, warning the affected farmer of pending danger to his/her livestock.
Should the lion(s) be in close proximity to villages and kraals (bomas), the Lion Guard Team will remain in the area to drive them off, using strong lights, noise
(hooting) and other non-lethal methods.
Should the lions migrate from Protected Areas such as Etosha National Park and the Hobatere Concession, our Lion Guard teams are up all night and often during
the following day, tracking the lions to ensure that they move back into the safe-zone (the Protected Areas).
Due to ever-dwindling ideal habitat with sufficient large prey to sustain them in the wilderness areas shared with livestock farmers and Human-Wildlife Conflict, the
long-term survival of the Namibian Lion is under threat.

Research & Community Support
Background

During Phases 1-4 (April 2013 –
September 2017), this project
has established accurate,
current data on the
demography of lions within
Hobatere and the surrounding
areas
provides reliable data on the
movement of lions into and
out of Hobatere
has established some of the
driving forces which stimulate
lions to move
aims to quantify both the
degree of human-lion
conflict and the impact it
has on people living around
Hobatere and Etosha-West
analyses mitigation measures
and the effectiveness of each
measure is regularly assessed
after four years, resultant
information is available to
assist in making informed
decisions on how best to
alleviate conflict and minimise
livestock losses, while at
the same time maximising
conservation goals for the
lion.

Read more about the Hobatere Lion Research Project:
http://www.africat.org

AfriCat Hobatere Lion Research Project

The Namibia Large Carnivore Atlas (Ministry of
Environment & Tourism, Large Carnivore Atlas 2012)
estimates the Namibian population at 1113 – 1644 lions
in three density distribution categories: low, medium
and high (see distribution Map, right). The Kunene and
Etosha sub-populations are isolated from the Caprivi/
Khaudom sub-population. The Hobatere Concession
Area (hereafter referred to as Hobatere) lies adjacent
to western Etosha, with the Hobatere lion population
falling within the Etosha sub-population and in the
medium to high density category, according to the
distribution maps published by Namibian Large
Carnivore Atlas (2012), (See Map 1, right)
Lions (Panthera leo) move in and out of Hobatere
along the southern, western and northern boundaries
as well as between western Etosha National Park and
Hobatere; lions also regularly move through the Etosha
boundary fence onto adjacent communal farmland,
comprising approximately six communal conservancies
and approximately fifty free-hold livestock / game farms.
Communal livestock farmers of the #Khoa di //Hoas and
Ehirovipuka Conservancies, amongst others, are affected Map 1 Above: Lion distribution and AfriCat Hobatere Lion Research
by this farmer-predator conflict, regularly reporting lion
Project study site, 2013-2017 (blue block).
movement onto farmland especially where the boundary
fence is porous. The frequency of lions crossing the Hobatere boundary and the presence of independent populations outside
of Protected Areas (PA), are little known. However, data gathered during Phases 3 - 4 (2015-2017) of the AfriCat Hobatere Lion
Research Project (hereafter AHLRP), is able to show range and cross-border movement of ten lions; the extent of livestock loss
and resultant lion mortality on adjacent farmland is sporadic, but during Phase 4 we were better equipped to report on incidents
and to identify shortcomings.

Research & Community Support
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Read more about the AfriCat Community Support Programme:
https://africat.org/communal-carnivore-conservation-program/

Project Summary

Phase 4: July 2016 – 30 September 2017

Lion population and demography were evaluated through live observations and photographs taken by camera traps,
strategically placed at the three waterholes within the Concession boundaries.
The two loosely-associated prides, Hobatere North and Etosha Roadside, identified in Phase 2 (2014-2015), remain resident
within the Hobatere Concession, with some cross-border movement onto communal farmland to the south, west and north as
well as into Kaross Block and Etosha-West. As far as can be ascertained the Hobatere North Pride comprises 4 adult lionesses
and 13 offspring, ages ranging from 7 – 29 months (total 17); Etosha Roadside Pride comprises 2 – 3 adult lionesses and 7
offspring, aged 14 months (total 10). Neither pride has a resident male.
The two known, territorial males, Hpl-2 + Hpl-6, (est. born 2009), are occasionally seen with these prides but are not resident
for more than 12-36 hours at one time.
They spend a large percentage of their time together, yet since the birth of Hpl-1’s cubs August 2016, their combined visits to
Hobatere North have become less frequent, with Hpl-2 absent since September 2016.
Mortalities: Hobatere North Pride: one adult female, Hpl-11, retaliatory killing by farmer along Hobatere Southern Boundary
fence (April 2016).
Hpl-9, first seen on commercial farmland along Etosha’s south-western boundary, was returned to Etosha three times,
eventually settling on a commercial, game farm along the southern boundary. Hpl-10 and his brother, moved from southwestern Hobatere approx. 80-100 km eastwards, to settle on an extensive nature reserve bordering Etosha.
The Omatendeka Lions, two males and one female, remain within their respective ranges in the Palmwag and Etendeka
Concessions.
Map 3, below: Indicating home ranges of 11 collared lions
Map 2, below: AfriCat North Activity Map, 2016-2018
February 2016 – March 2017
A study of the Lion (Panthera leo)
population within the Hobatere
Concession Area and movements
between the Hobatere Concession
Area, western Etosha National
Park and adjacent communal
farmland.
Project Location: Hobatere
Concession Area, Etosha-West,
adjacent farmland including
communal conservancies
Ehirovipuka, Anabeb, Omatendeka
and !Khoa d //Hoas and free-hold
farms along Etosha’s southern
boundary (see Map 2, below)

Hpl-26, Sores – Newcomer takes over the Hobatere North and Roadside Prides

May 2017 saw the arrival of 5 young males (est. 4-5 yrs of age) to the Hobatere
Concession. We had good sightings on the Termite Plains for about a week, as they
were calm, in the presence of Hpl-12 who appeared to be in oestrus. Soon thereafter
they dispersed, with reports of three sub-adult males at Onguta Village, approx. 6
kms west of the Hobatere boundary; two of them were killed when they attacked
a cow that was lying outside of the kraal. One managed to escape and was briefly
seen in Hobatere then further south-west close to Outokotorua, reported to have
a bad limp in his foreleg; our Lion Guard team tracked him for a few weeks, but he
too disappeared. By August-September one of the males had returned and was
accepted by the females Hpl-12 and 14; Hpl-26 was collared early one morning, close
to the Hobatere Lodge and is now regarded as the only territorial male within the
Hobatere Concession, which includes the Etosha Roadside and Hobatere North Prides.
He regularly enters the Kaross Block and wanders across the Etosha fence, remaining
west of the Koabendes Mountains and Otjovasando Fountain, with a range of approx.
60km2. Sores, meaning Sun in the Damara language, was named by the Hobatere
Lodge staff, who represent the #Khoa di //Hoas Conservancy; he is the father of the
cubs born to Hpl-14 (two males, born Dec 2017) and Hpl-15 (one male and two females,
est born June 2018). The Roadside female was seen with Sores towards mid-2018 and
left her sub-adult daughters on their own, to give birth during October; no cubs have
yet been sighted. The territorial coalition, Hpl-2 & 6, have not been observed in the
Hobatere Concession since December 2017.

Map 4, above: Hpl-26 Home and Core ranges (September 2017-September
2018), including Hobatere Concession, Etosha West and Kaross Block.

Research & Community Support
Read more about the AfriCat Hobatere Lion Research Project:
https://africat.org/lion-research/

Tribute to SPOTS, Hpl-1
Hpl-1 was one of the first two lionesses sighted in the Hobatere Concession at
the start of the Hobatere Lion Research Project, 2012; elusive and skittish, the
small pride of two lionesses (including Hpl-11, her mother) and four small female
cubs, were occasionally visited by the two territorial males, Hpl-2 and 6 until
end 2017, when it seems, the arrival of a newcomer, Hpl-26, ended their tenure.
SPOTS, as she was fondly named by all who got to know her (her first collar
was donated by Stichting SPOTS, Netherlands), took over as the Hobatere
Matriarch after her mother was killed on farmland along the Concession’s
southern border. Dealing with a debilitating drought since 2013, farmers would
allow their livestock to graze inside of the Protected Area (Hobatere), causing
the lions to become habituated to such easy prey in their home-range. These
unfortunate circumstances led to the lions taking to killing livestock when they
were forced out of their regular home-range by the arrival of 5 unknown males
in May 2017. At first, SPOTS, her daughter Meyana (Hpl-13) and their seven
cubs (born approx. August 2016), took to the hills in south-western Hobatere,
where the boundary fence between Hobatere and communal farmland is in a
serious state of disrepair. Close to settlements, the Lion Guards patrolled day
Hpl-1 daughters, who with their brother Aotse, are known as ‘The Trio’
and night, encouraging farmers to herd their livestock and to make use of the (born Oct 2014)
AfriCat-sponsored Kraals in order to protect their animals; many farmers who
were encouraged by AfriCat’s committed support, came to realize the value
of the LionLights and made a concerted effort to ensure that no animals, be
it poultry or the herd-dog, were left outside unprotected. Some farmers sadly
took no heed, stubbornly insisting that they would not tolerate lions…
The rains had returned by early 2017, but denuded landscapes after 5 years of
drought, cannot recover rapidly enough to sustain wildlife and livestock. Few
cattle had survived but the remaining zebra, giraffe and oryx were stronger
than ever, making for a difficult hunt…
From May 2017 to March 2018, SPOTS and her Pride were forced to take up
residence in relatively new territory within Hobatere and with seven hungry,
18-month old cubs to feed, the pressure was on; SPOTS & Meyana were forced
to find a source of food for their brood, taking any opportunity presented –
unprotected livestock the easiest of all.
The SPOTS-pride of 9 individuals never returned to their core home-range,
Hobatere North, and interestingly, her 5-year old daughter Hpl-12 (sister to
Meyana, Hpl-13), did not re-join the group – had she returned to resume her
role as additional huntress, the pride may have been able to survive on plains
game only. At this point, the Hobatere North pride had been reduced to two
females only, Hpl-12 and 14, and lion-sightings for eager tourists were few.
Map 5, Hpl-1 Home and core ranges (September 2017-March 2018).

Towards the latter half of 2017, the SPOTS-pride had begun their move eastwards, along the porous Hobatere boundary, spending more time on farmland,
resulting in loss of livestock. The group also visited the Etosha Roadside Waterhole and surrounds (eastern Hobatere), pushing the resident Roadside pride
into the Kaross block (south-west Etosha); during this time, AfriCat’s efforts to support farmers with LionLights and improved kraals, night patrols and 24/7
rapid response, seemed to keep most farmers placated. Proof of our successes lay in the change of attitude amongst the majority of farmers in this conflict
‘hot-spot’, who soon realized the value of taking care of their livestock, thereby minimizing losses to predation.
By March 2018, the SPOTS-Pride had moved into Etosha’s Kaross Block, a Protected Area but unfamiliar territory. However, increased community pressure
resulted in a decision by the Ministry of Environment & Tourism to relocate Hpl-1 and her Pride, from Kaross to a waterpoint further east inside of Etosha.
AfriCat’s collar was removed from Hpl-1 and replaced with one of the Etosha Carnivore Research programme; the remaining individuals were marked using a
branding iron. Within approx. ten days, SPOTS had returned to the Hobatere Concession but as we had no regular GPS-locations nor Telemetry frequency to
go by, we were unable to locate her; with no way of tracking SPOTS, we could not establish how many of her pride had returned with her nor were we aware
of her state of health. In addition, no data was available with which to alert the farmers along the southern boundary, of her movements. On 30 March, Hpl-1
was located on a commercial farm bordering the Kaross Block, seriously injured and in a bad condition; we found her in the company of two or three young
cubs, one of which had a visible brand-mark. The Etosha veterinarian immobilized her in order to establish the extent of her injuries, but she died before we
could tend to her wounds and infection. Subsequently, three of the SPOTS-Pride cubs have been shot on farmland. ‘We are sad…we lost our heroine, the
Queen of Hobatere’ (Jackson Kavetu & Scott Kapi, Lion Guards)

The SPOTS-Pride 2012-2018
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Read more about the AfriCat Hobatere Lion Research Project:
https://africat.org/lion-research/

Hpl-9, Mansa: A Case Study – C L O S E D

Collared on commercial farmland 2015, Hpl-9 was relocated to Etosha three times between August and October, finally returning to Etosha West from Goas
Waterhole, near Halali, covering more than 360 km in 90 days. By February 2016, he had settled on a freehold game-farm along the southern boundary, regularly
visiting Etosha’s Jakkalswater waterhole, approx. 20 km from the border. The farmer was tolerant of his presence as the electrified, game-proof fence to his main farm
and neighbours effectively kept Mansa from moving out. AfriCat was not permitted to visually monitor him but via his GPS-Satellite collar, we could plot his location
every 2 hours. Early 2017, the farmer reported that Hpl-9 had at least two females and small cubs with him.
This development showed that, in essence, the relocation from farmland to Etosha, from whence he came (although no data exists of his exact home- range prior to
collaring August 2015), was a success: Hpl-9 was able to re-establish territory, form a group or pride and reproduce.
His only mistake was to select a territory outside of a Protected Area: easily moving
back and forth between Etosha and farmland through the porous boundary fence. Hpl-9
lived and hunted plains-game on a commercial farm bordering a Protected Area (Etosha
NP), for approx. 16 months, before he was declared a Problem Animal by the Ministry of
Environment & Tourism and destroyed (presumed shot by the farmer,06 June 2017). The
GPS-Satellite collar was returned to AfriCat.
For approx. three weeks prior, AfriCat had tried to
encourage Hpl-9 northwards away from the said
fence, but he instinctively returned to his newfound territory with sufficient prey to sustain him.
Justification given to declare this individual a
Problem Animal: Hpl-9 had perfected the use of
the electrified game-fence to trap his prey, killing
a large number of eland, oryx and other antelope,
also causing extensive damage to the fence.

Map 6: Hpl-9 Movement and home range (February 2016 – March 2017)

Hampton & Lady Eleanor Holles (LEH) Schools build the first ‘Boma’-Kraal in !Khoa di //Hoas Conservancy
2014 saw the Hampton School in Hampton, build two kraals (‘bomas’) at Otjepenne and Omusema grazing areas, in the Ehirovipuka Conservancy, Kunene Region. This
time, a mixed group of enthusiastic teenagers from the Hampton and LEH Schools, visited AfriCat North to build the first ‘boma-kraal’, in support of the Quo Vadis
farming community, a so-called ‘ lion conflict hot-spot’; here, when farmers do not herd and kraal their livestock at night, they often lose their animals to lions that
migrate from the Hobatere Concession, a state-owned Wildlife Protection area.
AfriCat’s most innovative predator-conflict mitigation option to-date, offers farmers a combination
mobile- and fixed-kraal design, emulating a game-capture boma: minimizing the use of gum or steel
poles and wire, the 2m high, shade-cloth panels run on a cable-line along the top and one along the base,
with a steel-wire line at centre, both inside and out; the panels are ‘wrapped’ around existing tree-trunks
(the shade-cloth protected from the rough tree bark by inner-tubing), in any shape or form, depending
on the natural tree stands. The base is fastened to a rock-basket (gabion) secured in a trench, preventing
predators and other burrowing animals from entering the kraal from underneath. A ‘boma-kraal’ holding
450 cattle, may be erected in 1-2 days, depending on the number of builders available; such a kraal may
be used as a permanent structure at a village or a mobile, easy-to-move option for herdsmen to erect in
the field when distances to their permanent homesteads are vast. The advantages of the mobile design
include protection against predators when livestock are forced to graze a distance away from home;
most importantly, the structure may be set up at a different place each night, preferably on the baked,
dry substrate where erosion has removed the top-soil, resulting in little or no grass-growth or shrubbery.
As the animals move around inside the kraal, the hardened soil will be churned up and simultaneously
‘fertilized’ with dung, urine and any old plant material that may be present. This creates a favourable
Visuals top and below: Preparation for the Boma-kraal
seed-bed and once the rains fall, encourages especially grass growth on denuded soil.
Each night, the hard-working student group returned to a rustic camp-in-the-wilderness, with hot
showers and a cooked meal around a traditional, Namibian camp-fire; close-by is a waterhole where
elephant, lion and hyaena come to drink, completing their truly African experience.

Research & Community Support
Read more about AfriCat's Research Projects:
https://africat.org/our-projects/

and Newcomers

Conservation strategies and mitigation methods in
place to protect lions and reduce livestock loss
In order to encourage greater tolerance of lions outside of Protected Areas,
whether the lions are resident, as in a number of communal conservancies, or
‘visitors’ from Parks or Concessions, farmer-lion conflict mitigation measures
must be in place. First and foremost, communities should feel safe and their
livestock protected from predation. AfriCat’s Research, Monitoring and Livestock
Protection programmes include:
- Geo-fencing or early-warning systems (via GPS-Satellite collars fitted on
lions and other predators), whereby farmers are warned of lion / predator
movement when in close proximity to their herds or villages; during Phase 4,
AfriCat monitored 12 lions on a two-hourly basis, gathering much-needed data
on movement patterns, thereby able to mitigate conflict
- Strong, 1.8 - 2m high nocturnal kraals are built in conflict areas; to date, more
than 30 such kraals have been built in the Ehirovipuka, Omatendeka and !Khoa
di //Hoas Conservancies
- Lion Lights (imported from Kenya), flash at night keeping predators at bay,
even from the most basic kraals (bomas); animals feel safe under these lights
(see photo below)
- Rangeland Management & Herding systems in communal Grazing Areas:
whereby farmers employ herdsmen to take care of their livestock during
the day whilst in the field and to kraal them at night; the recent AfriCat
collaboration with CAN (Conservation Agriculture Namibia) in communal
Grazing Areas encourages rangeland management, improved husbandry &
livestock protection
- ‘Conservation Education’: whereby the youth as well as adult community
members accept the lions’ role in a balanced ecosystem and understand the
value as a sustainable tourist attraction
- The Lion Guard Programme provides day and night-time patrols, protecting
both the villagers and their livestock from marauding predators; success is high
provided livestock are safely penned during the night. A more extensive Lion
Guard Programme, whereby conservancy members take on this role, is being
developed
- In progress: ‘Conservation Agriculture’ courses and work-shops, providing
sound arid-adapted farm management, animal husbandry and improved
livestock protection programmes, thereby minimising the disastrous effects of
drought

Photographic Tourism: With the recent development of two Photographic
tourism ventures within the Hobatere Concession area, Etosha Roadside
Campsite and the Hobatere North Lodge, the small number of known lions
within Hobatere should be protected and regarded as high value. Recently,
tourism-funded, predator-proof kraals were erected in the conflict ‘hot-spots’
along Hobatere’s southern boundary. In order to enable co-existence, tourismgenerated benefits should be directly linked to lions, eg. donations originating
from lion-sightings or designated donations for kraals, schools, uniforms, sports
outfits or financial support for pro-active livestock management, to name but a
few.

The Omatendeka Lions
Mortality Report: Hpl-3 (est. 10-year old male) was shot by a Trophy hunter,
north of the Palmwag Concession, early 2018. We have little information as to
the circumstances surrounding his killing; report pending. MET returned the
GPS-Satellite collar to AfriCat.
Hpl-4 Muna (est. 8-year old female), has recently been sighted with a group
of ten lions and continues to move between the Palmwag and Etendeka
Concessions.
Hpl-5 Tara (est.7-year old male) was last seen close to Palmwag Lodge in
October 2018; Tara and Muna are occasionally seen together, but he is mostly
solitary. His poor condition may be attributed to the fact that he struggles to
hunt, which may force him to cross onto neighbouring farmland in search of
livestock as easy prey.

Below: cattle seek safety at night under the LionLights

Above: Hpl-5 in the Palmwag Concession (courtesy Fritz Schenk, Palmwag)

Sincere thanks to our loyal supporters
‘who keep us in the field, where we belong…’

“What determines ‘problem’ lions along the
Hobatere and Etosha boundaries?

Stichting SPOTS, Netherlands and all who contribute through this organization;

Due to the continued presence of livestock within the Hobatere Protected
Area (PA) boundaries for at least 18 months (August 2015 – February 2017), the
abundance of ‘easy’ livestock as prey within their territory has resulted in the
Hobatere lions becoming ‘habituated’ to killing especially cattle, donkeys and
goats opportunistically. This poses an additional problem in that livestock grazing
inside of the protected area are often chased by the lions, the cattle run for
‘home’ on the outskirts of the park and are then killed outside of the protected
area; the lion is often then regarded as vermin and trapped, poisoned or shot.
The porous and largely non-existent southern Hobatere boundary fence (approx.
20 km) poses a major problem in keeping the lions within the PA and from
restricting the inward movement of livestock.
Along the borders of such Protected Areas, some farmers make use of the
AfriCat Livestock Protection Kraals but due to the on-going drought, herding
and kraaling of livestock has proven extremely difficult, rendering these animals
vulnerable to a range of predators whilst in the field, predominantly far from
their villages. The Veterinary Cordon Fence (VCF), which forms the western and
northern boundaries of the Hobatere Concession, remains porous despite efforts
to maintain it.

Eric Sell (aka EES) for his keen interest in AfriCat’s work (#itsup2us);

Lia Spitters for her devotion to the Onguta School Development Project;

Ewald van Rensburg and Tiger Wheel & Tyres – for inner tubes used on the
mobile kraals;
The Fritz Schenk Family of Palmwag Lodge and Dennis Liebenberg of
Etendeka Mountain Camp, for reports and photographs of the Etendeka lions;
Hasso Ahrens of Southern Cross Services and Alnet, for advice on boma-kraal
construction;
The Hobatere Lodge & Etosha Roadside Camp Staff for their lion sighting
reports
Dr Hanno Leimbach, Smit & Erika Meyer, Derek & Lizel Scholtz and the Oase
Staff, Johan du Plessis and the SaveMor / Shell Staff, Kamanjab
Photographic Acknowledgements: Chris Packham (cover photograph), Denzel
Bezuidenhout, Fritz Schenk, Donna Hanssen, Timo Koestler, Shanna Groenewald
and AfriCat Team members.
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Read more about Human Wildlife Conflict Solutions:
https://africat.org/livestock-protection/

‘Keepers of the Wilderness’ – the AfriCat Lion
Guards

Five men and their volunteers, dedicated to community service and lion
protection, spend most of their daylight- & night-hours, emulating the
Cathemeral species – lions – that they steadfastly protect. The Lion Guards
of AfriCat are the ‘men behind the scenes’, their essential work often
disregarded and criticized yet when community work is to be done, such
as the building of kraals, fixing fences, etc, these men are in the front-line.
These men form a tight network of support for those farmers caught in
the Human-Wildlife Conflict dilemma, providing sound advice on livestock
management and importantly, improved protection methods; their
presence during conflict situations mostly brings about workable solutions
rather than retaliatory actions.
Mutuuapi Jackson Kavetu joined AfriCat in 2014. As a teenager, Jackson
spent most of his time tending his family’s livestock in the harsh wilderness,
later training to become a Community Game-Guard in his Conservancy.
Nature was his teacher and his keen interest led to compassion for all
wildlife. Jackson also understands his people and their ways, often spending
time with the community elders
to encourage change and the
need for co-existence, the
importance of lions and elephant,
amongst others. He too, is a
farmer, his home and herds in
close proximity to the porous
Etosha NP fence – he has lost
goats to lion and spotted hyaena
that clamber through or burrow Kandavii (left) and Jackson at Okongorro
kraal
under the Etosha fence.
Uezekandavii ‘Kandavii’ Nguezeeta: The Onguta community have
received three nocturnal kraals in recognition of their commitment to
the AfriCat Livestock Protection Programme. Headman Fanuel Ndjiwa
(Kandavii’s family), is a long-standing conservationist and visionary. Kandavii
has inherited his love and respect for wildlife, which takes him on footpatrols to remote places, investigating possible illegal activities such as
the use of poisons and leg-hold traps. Kandavii is the ‘comic’ in the Team,
bringing laughter and smiles especially when the school groups help AfriCat
build livestock kraals. No matter the language barrier, the music, fun and
dance make for good spirits.
Vepanguriruaije ‘Scott’ Kapi, the youngest
of the five Lion Guards, completed his
schooling in 2007 at Braunfels Agriculture
High School, approximately 300 km from his
home on communal farmland.
A committed small-stock farmer and
conservationist, Scott believes that despite
the debilitating, semi-arid conditions and
shared-habitat with conflict species, Man
must learn to live with Wildlife – without it,
tourism cannot flourish, leaving communal
conservancies with no alternative when the
regular droughts reduce even more, the everdwindling herds, when farming is no longer lucrative. He is passionate about
the fact that his three-year old son, Faith Tunae Kapi, must learn to love
animals, domestic and wild and is convinced that arid-adaptive livestock
management is the key to farming success.
Katjirire ‘Titus’ Turitjo was one of
the first Lion Guards, elected to assist
AfriCat 2012. Titus lives approximately
140kms from the AfriCat base, along
Etosha’s western border with communal
farmland; close-by, a natural, perennial
spring draws wildlife, including
predators, and livestock making for
a human-wildlife conflict ‘hot-spot’.
When I first met Titus, he introduced me to his horse and I was amazed
at the number of horses still used as mode of transport in that extremely
sandy terrain, where only 4X4 pick-ups can safely traverse. Titus patrols
his 80 km2 area on horse-back and has a tough time trying to convince his
counterparts to keep their livestock away from this spring, when water is a
scarce commodity.

Okongorro Kraal – another AfriCat Livestock
Protection Initiative
Sponsored by the Kevin Richardson Foundation:

The farming community of Okongorro (Ehirovipuka Conservancy), have recently
suffered severe losses to lions leaving the Etosha National Park’s north-western
boundary. A generous donation by the Kevin Richardson Foundation supported this
farming community through AfriCat’s ‘Protect Our Pride’ Initiative

Kevin Richardson Foundation
To celebrate World Lion Day on the 10th August, the
Kevin Richardson Foundation pledged to support a
Lion Guard’s salary and his equipment for one year.
The Foundation also sponsored the building of a
kraal (livestock enclosure) for a village, Lion Lights
and a GPS-Satellite collar for a lion. Earlier this year,
the Kevin Richardson Foundation donated R60,000
to the University of Pretoria’s Centre for Wildlife
Management to assist the Carnivore Working Group
doing research alongside AfriCat in concluding
a longitudinal study into the health of captive
Cheetah. Kevin spent time with the AfriCat team
up in Namibia and came back inspired with more
ideas for a continued collaboration. “It is so vital what AfriCat are doing in Namibia”
Kevin says, “The Lion Guard Programme is an important one for preserving wild lion
populations and also benefitting local communities. This is exactly the kind of work
the Kevin Richardson Foundation wants to support and we are looking forward to
what is up ahead.”
Vevangapi ‘Simion’ Vejoreko: a former
member of the Special Armed Forces, Simion
served his country well during the war
of Independence. As a Community Game
Guard, he discovered his love for nature and
upholding Law & Order. He was retired from
duty at the age of 60 years, but still fit and
healthy, he was not ready to sit at home idle –
he would regularly join the Lion Guard Patrols,
providing AfriCat with valuable information
on lion whereabouts, also identifying conflict
areas where farmers were in need of support.
Simion joined the Lion Guard Team in 2017,
bringing with him, a wealth of knowledge and
people skills.

CYMOT for Conservation
“CYMOT & CAMPMOR are proud supporters of AfriCat’s Environmental
Education Programme and Mitigating the ever-present Human-Wildlife
Conflict – this creates a deep feeling of appreciation amongst our
management members.
Our environment and the animals are one of Namibia’s greatest assets, hence it
is crucial for us at CYMOT to be part in helping to preserve this valuable asset.
Cymot, Campmor & Greensport are happy to be associated with a determined and
professional team of Namibian conservationists

Research & Community Support
Read more about AfriCat's news:
https://africat.org/latest-news/

#itsup2us Clean-Up Initiative at the Blydskap
Pre-School (Marienhoehe, #Khoa di //Hoas
Conservancy, Kunene Region)
On World Lion Day, 10 August 2018, AfriCat pledged to join the Eric Sell
(aka EES) #itsup2us Clean-Up Campaign, in a bid to rally Namibians to
clean-up our beautiful Namibia.

AfriCat joined Adolfine, the Blydskap Pre-school Headmistress at
HartseerPos, to encourage the children to collect the trash that adorns
their settlement.
Initially, the young pupils were rather shy
but once the face-painting and the games
began, fun was had by all and six refuse
bags were filled with trash. Trash bins
labelled Tin, Glass, Plastic and Paper as
well as two new swings, were donated in
appreciation for their enthusiastic ‘clean-up’.
This community initiative will be repeated
in all villages and settlements where AfriCat
has built livestock protection kraals.
The AfriCat-UBUNTU Namibia e.V
cooperation began in 2008, with UBUNTU’s donation of a beautiful array
of brightly coloured clothes to the pre-schoolers at Blydskap; each year
thereafter, a group of UBUNTU supporters would visit, donating beds,
mattresses, blankets and wholesome food. At that stage, kind-hearted
Adolfine took most of the children into her own modest home, as their
homesteads are far away.
For years, AfriCat continued to support Blydskap, donating pipelines, a
water tank, toilets and a playground, all of which were installed or built
by enthusiastic students from Namib High in Swakopmund and abroad.
2014, UBUNTU Namibia raised sufficient funds to build a boarding house
to sleep 25-30 children; simultaneously, UBUNTU supports the education
of 15 children, whom they visit during their annual stay in Namibia.

Introducing Lazarus Matheus – AfriCat
North Office Administrator
I was born Oshiwambo, Tjimba
and Mbangala and belong to the
Hyaena (Omukwanekamba) Clan,
known to be of an Ondonga royal
family and of the Clan of Lucky
People. Within my clan, we are
described as the luckiest people
on earth because in most cases
we have something to eat. I am a
proud son of this Clan and I live by
its principles.
My love for wildlife was inspired by my father, who spoke fondly of lions
since I was a child; through stories around the fire, he spoke of its bravery
and determination. This fueled my will to participate in conservation and I
found myself searching for an opportunity to be part of the conservation
family. In March 2018, AfriCat North gave me an opportunity to volunteer
for 3 months; at that point, I was still a student at the Namibian Institute
of Culinary Education (NICE), where I graduated with a NTA L3 Certificate
in Tourism and Hospitality, specializing in commercial cookery. As of the
1st September 2018, I was appointed as an administrator at AfriCat North,
the position I hold to date.
My belief is that unless we as human beings, find value in our large
carnivores, then we cannot hope to live in harmony with them. We need
to create platforms to understand that our world will be empty without
wildlife living in their natural habitat.
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William Versfeld

AfriCat North Carnivore Research Assistant
William was born and raised in Namibia, where his father
worked for the Ministry of Environment and Tourism.
He grew up in the bush where he was introduced to,
and fell in love with, wildlife at a very young age. After
doing his Bachelors of Science in Molecular Biology and
Biotechnology at the University of Stellenbosch, William
decided to continue his studies by doing his Masters in
Genetics, focusing on the population genetics of the
Nile crocodile (Crocodylus niloticus) in Southern African
countries – Namibia, Botswana, Malawi and South Africa. During his master’s study he
had the opportunity to participate in field work along the Lower Kunene and Okavango
Rivers of Namibia, learning further valuable bush skills. He also used genetic markers to
estimate the genetic diversity and structure of the Nile crocodile populations.
William worked at the Cheetah Conservation Fund for two years from 2017 until 2018,
where he contributed towards conservation genetics in Namibia. He joined AfriCat
North in January 2019 to assist with lion monitoring and human-wildlife conflict
mitigation in the Kunene Region.

Volunta Volunteer, Timo Koestler

My name is Timo Koestler and I’m a German-speaking
volunteer at AfriCat North.
After I finished my A-Levels in Germany, I always wanted
to see the world, get to know new cultures and different
lifestyles. I also wanted to do something for animals and
importantly wild animals, so the programmes at AfriCat
North were what I was looking for.
I really enjoy the life out here in the Namibian Bush, even
If it was hard in the beginning: to deal with this loneliness,
when you have lived in a place where you see people everywhere, but I have gotten
used to it a lot quicker than I thought and now I’ve learned to appreciate it.
Working with the lions is wonderful; before I came to Namibia, I only saw lions in Zoos
or elsewhere in captivity. Before, I did not consciously think about lions but AfriCat has
shown me why they are the “King of the Beasts”. I am fascinated all the time, especially
when I observe the rare force inside them; on the other hand they are social animals,
that take care of each other and have complex relationships within their prides.
All in all, I’ve already done half of my voluntary service and for sure, I’m really looking
forward to seeing my family and friends back in Germany; but also, in less than half a
year, I have built myself a second home here, which I will miss the same as I now miss
my home in Germany.

Naphtali Awarab
AfriCat Field Assistant

Naphtali hails from the Marienhoehe community in the
!Khoa di //Hoas Conservancy; he grew up on the Kaross
farm that shares a boundary with Etosha, where his
parents worked for about 30 years. His present home
lies within the ‘lion-conflict hotspot’ along the Hobatere
Concession and Etosha National Park southern boundary – Naphtali has lost livestock
to lion and spotted hyaena but firmly believes that if farmers would herd and kraal
their livestock at night, leaving nothing roaming unprotected, the lion will move on to
another village where their domestic animals are ‘easy meat’. Naphtali is our right-handand-handy-man at the AfriCat North base, always ready to assist with any vehicle or
other mechanical challenges; a smile creases his face when he joins a night patrol along
the Park boundaries or supporting the children of Blydskap, where his youngest son,
Kevin, spent his pre-school years.

University of Oulu Faculty of Education donate
hand-made clothes to Onguta Lower-Primary School
The students of the University of
Oulu (Finland) Teacher Education
Programmes are assigned to making
an outfit, as part of their normal
coursework. Aino-Maaria Rautenbach,
a colleague and graduate of the Faculty,
had completed an internship with the
AfriCat Foundation and requested the
Faculty donate these handmade clothes
to the children of Onguta School. The
smiles tell it all ….

