
We’ve certainly come a long way since 
afternoon tea with ‘Chinga’ on the lawn –
from Cheetah rescue, care & release to rescue 
and rehabilitation; from farmer support to 
‘Conservation through Education’. 

Now, more than ever, we are committed 
to encouraging youth and communities to 
ensure the survival of large carnivores within a 
balanced ecosystem.
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Highlights of 

2010 2010 was a successful and eventful year for 
the AfriCat Foundation:

•The Rescue and Release Operation has now
relocated over 1,060 big cats.

•In 2010, 17 captive cheetahs and 4 hand-
raised wild dogs from AfriCat’s Welfare
Unit were released into the 16 000ha
private Okonjima reserve. Both cheetahs
and wild dogs are reported to be killing
regularly and adapting well. The exploits
of this first group of inhabitants was
keenly followed by 3 million television
viewers in the UK on ‘Cheetah Kingdom’,
filmed by ITV four months in 2010.

•After many years of close association, the
AfriLeo Foundation has merged with the
AfriCat Foundation and will now be known
as AfriCat North. Based at Kavita Lion
Lodge, adjacent to the Etosha National
Park, AfriCat North brings a wealth of
experience working with lions to the
combined project.

•The Environmental Education Centres at
both Okonjima and AfriNorth have hosted
many local children as they come to learn
about the wonderful wildlife of Namibia.
For many of these children this is the first
time they have visited a wildlife reserve
and seen big cats up-close.

•AfriCat North has funded the building
of lion-proof kraals in some of the
communities around the Etosha National
Park, dramatically reducing livestock
losses and deterring lions from entering
settlements.

Uno, Dos, Tres……

O ur resident TV star, Quattro, is 
doing very well and his future 
really does look good.

Quattro was filmed extensively by ITV for 
their TV Series Cheetah Kingdom, over a 
period of four months last year.

This seven-month old cheetah was 
rescued from a local vet after being struck 
by a car in the Tsumeb/ Grootfontein area. 
The driver of the car fortunately stopped 
after the accident and rushed him to the 
vet where it was established that his 
front leg had been broken – the bone had 
shattered in four places.

AfriCat transported Quattro to the Rhino 
Park Veterinary Clinic in Windhoek where 
X-Rays were taken to establish the extent
of the injuries. Following extensive and
complicated surgery, the young cheetah
was returned to AfriCat to recover.
Bruised and bandaged, with his leg firmly
pinned and plated, Quattro was kept in a
small enclosure to limit mobility. It was a
long anxious wait to see if the leg would
eventually heal and he would recover
from his ordeal.

Six weeks later Quattro was returned to 
Dr Tubbesing in Windhoek and it was 
found that the injured leg was healing and 
the bone was grafting well. On hearing 
this positive news, AfriCat started to 
make plans to introduce Quattro to 
Spitfire and Hurricane - two cheetahs of 
a similar age that were already resident 
at the Foundation. On his return, Quattro 
was released into the enclosure with 
his two new friends. A short while later, 
AfriCat was called to collect another 
young male orphaned cheetah, this 

Quattro!

time from Okahandja. Sniper was added 
to the cheetah threesome. From our 
experience, groups of cheetahs have a 
greater potential for rehabilitation than 
single cats.

All four cheetahs were recently darted, 
vaccinated and given a thorough health 
check by Dr Mark Jago. After being 
powdered and all vital statistics recorded, 
they were released into a 12 acre area 
and are all thriving.

These four cheetahs are very good 
candidates for future release into the 
16 000 ha private Okonjima reserve. For 
this reason, it is important to limit human 
contact with these particular cats to keep 
them as wild as possible. This is perfectly 
in line with our new vision – to provide 
a protected, but wild existence for the 
animals - and we are monitoring their 
situation closely.

During a routine 
inspection of the 
perimeter fence in 
September last year, 

we found four cheetah cubs 
running along the outside of the 
fence demarcating the 16 000 
ha private Okonjima reserve.

After observing them for 48 
hours and with no sign of their 
mother returning for them, the 
cubs were caught and taken 

A Growing Family

into care. On initial inspection, 
it was estimated that they were 
around three months old.

Now at 8 months old, the four 
young cheetahs have been held 
in a protected enclosure close 
to the clinic in relative isolation 
and are still considered to be 
wild.

Prior to moving them to a new 
larger enclosure, Savanna, 

Scamp, Nip and Tuc were all 
darted, vaccinated and given a 
thorough health check by vet Dr 
Mark Jago.

All four of these cats are 
good candidates for future 
rehabilitation, being still 
essentially wild in nature and 
having limited contact with 
human beings. They will 
hopefully be released into the 
16 000 ha reserve once they 

reach the age when they would 
normally be independent of the 
mother, ie. at 18 months to 2 
years.

The AfriCat team will keep you 
updated on the progress of this 
group and invite you to become 
involved in their rehabilitation by 
downloading and completing the 
adoption and donation form from 
our website and returning it to 
us together with your donation.

Photos top to bottom:
The cubs were only three months old when 
found. At top, Scamp and Nip blend into the 
grass.
Below, Dr Mark Jago monitors the heart rate of  
Savanna while under anaesthetic.

Four cheetah cubs were found outside the reserve last year. Scamp, Savanna, Nip and Tuc  are our 
latest additions to the Carnivore Care Centre. They are good candidates for release into the reserve  
and for now, human contact is being kept to a minimum so that they do not become habituated.
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AFRICAT 2011 & BEYOND: 
OUR NEW AND REVISED STRATEGY

We have rescued and saved the lives of more than a thousand animals 
from farmland, of which 85% have been released back onto commercial 
farmland but this time into new territories, belonging to others! In their 
new ‘territories’ they need to either fight for their new home or run the 
‘gauntlet’ of the farmers’ traps and guns, back to their former territory. 
We are therefore uncertain as to how many of the released carnivores 
survive this re-location beyond one year!

Once funds are available, carnivores will be released back onto farm-
land ONLY when we can link this release to a research project including 
a group of neighbouring farms, hereby creating a larger ‘SAFE’ area for 
the newly released carnivores; a researcher will be based in this area 
and the released individuals will be collared. This will enable AfriCat 
to monitor their post-release movements and adaptability. In this 
way, AfriCat will be able to establish the effectiveness and long-term 
sustainability of their Rescue & Release, Rehabilitation and Relocation 
Programmes.

Environmental education in the broad sense of the word and not species 
specific is the key - carnivores are only one link in the environmental 
chain. Only this concept, exposed to the next generation who hold 
the future of Namibia’s farmland in their hands, can and will make the 
difference.

So, when you come to Africa again and hear the words “Environmental 
Education to the next Generation” drifting through the bushveld, it 
will be the chorus to our new AfriCat theme song...the emphasis on 
Environmental Education, intertwined in all the other AfriCat projects, 
will have the greatest impact on the future of wild carnivores in 
Namibia.

Conservation is complex: when wild animals compete with humans 
the solutions are not straight forward. As we learn more, we need to 
evolve.  We are confident that the steps we are taking in 2011 move 
the cause of the conservation of large carnivores and their habitat 
forward into the 21st century.

AfriCat started out with a mission statement to “keep wild cats wild”, 
hence ‘A free Cat’. Concentrating on Adult and Youth Education, 
initiating wild Cheetah Research including the help of farmers and 
evolving the Rehabilitation Project to such an extent that it becomes a 
worldwide model for Reintroduction, are all in keeping with that early 
statement.

As the Founder of AfriCat, I need to thank ALL AFRICAT SUPPORTERS 
for helping us to get this far.

BUT, now we need you more than ever!  Please grab a friend, get them 
involved and let’s hold hands to ensure the success of our new focus 
on a BETTER future for our favourite family, THE CARNIVORES!

Wayne Hanssen

Let’s go back to BEFORE the inception of The AfriCat Foundation in 
1992...

The Hanssen family had proven that the only way to manage livestock 
farming in prime carnivore country, was to adopt methods of keeping 
young calves (first 3 months) out of the wild at night and protecting 
small stock, such as sheep and goats, with herdsmen and guard 
dogs.

BUT, what we also learned is: DO NOT REMOVE THE PREDATORS 
FROM THEIR TERRITORIES (home-ranges), for this upsets the 
balance and the result is a substantial increase in carnivores in these 
vacant territories!

AfriCat – ‘A FREE CAT’ - was founded to raise funds with which to 
go out and share our successful farming methods with Namibia’s 
farmers. If successful, this strategy would mean that 25% of the 
world’s Cheetah population would continue to thrive in Namibia. But 
instead, eighteen years on AfriCat boasts the largest ‘Rescue and 
Release’ programme of its kind. Have an acceptable percentage of 
farmers adopted our methods? Does the average farmer tolerate 
carnivores on his land?  Sadly, the anser to these questions is: NO!

There are approximately 2 500 cheetahs and 3 500 leopards in Namibia 
and we have on average collected 50 cats per year. We have therefore 
only dealt with 0.8% of the wild population per annum in our rescue 
and release programme. Remember, this programme was only a by-
product of our initial plan to help the farmer deal with carnivore conflict!  
There are approximately 7 000 commercial farmers in our country 
and we’ve only been able to deal with an average of 18 farmers per 
year.  Therefore, only 0.26% of the farming community have called 
us for help and all four ‘Namibian-based carnivore organisations’ have 
only managed to deal with about 1% of the farming community on 
an annual basis. This is WHY, if we wish to be part of the long term 
survival of carnivores on Namibian Farmland, we need to revise our 
strategy every few years.

Firstly, despite the proposed changes, we would like to reassure all 
of AfriCat’s supporters, especially those who have sponsored the 
Welfare side of the project, that all is well. Over the past 2 decades, 
the Rescue and Release Programme developed as a result of our 
relationship with the farming community; the rescue of Cheetahs & 
Leopards from farmland is also undertaken by the other three large 
carnivore organisations in Namibia and they have given us their word 
that they will take over where we have left off. This will allow us to 
put all our funds, time and efforts into our new way forward.

The Welfare, in turn, was a by-product of the Rescue and Release 
Programme.  We currently hold 21 Cheetahs and 6 Leopards in our 
care that are fit and wild enough to be part of our Rehabilitation 
Project; there are, however, 48 cheetahs, 4 leopards, 3 caracal and 
13 lions (including those welfare lion at AfriCat North) - too old or 
tame to go back into the wild. These individuals are going to live out 
their lives under the expert care of the AfriCat team and continue to 
be “ambassadors” for their wild counter-parts.

Our Rescue & Release programme has been put on hold and not 
simply ‘stopped’.AfriCat and other registered carnivore organisations 
have unfortunately become the dumping ground for carnivores 
accused of killing livestock. We have ‘saved’ their lives, but ‘removed’ 
them from their territories, thereby failing in our primary objective, 
which we had set out to achieve back in 1992….not to remove the 
predators from their home ranges.

newsletter of the AfriCat Foundation
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Carla and Dave have managed 
AfriCat’s Rescue, Release and 
Welfare Programmes for more than 

a decade.

Due to the fact that AfriCat is now shifting 
its focus from welfare to wild populations 
and education, Carla and Dave have 
decided to move on to another project that 
affords them the opportunity to continue 
with their passion – the welfare and care of 
captive animals.

They will surely be missed and we wish them the very best of luck with their new 
adventures in South Africa.

We know you would join us all in wishing them joy and to thank them for the care and 
support they have lavished on the vast range of animals that have passed through 
their care over the years.

THANK YOU from the whole Okonjima and AfriCat Family (all the animals included!) 
for all you have done for us!

Saying goodbye to Carla and Dave

W
ith the global financial crisis still 
reverberating, it is poignant to consider the 
effects of the recessions and worldwide 
financial stresses on charitable giving – 
something which the AfriCat Foundation 

is acutely aware of, as its’ income has dipped over the 
past years. Charitable gifts are impacted as a recession 
unfolds, as donors are concerned about their own financial 
well-being and then as economies revive, charitable giving 
often lags the recovery. 

Many of the donors to AfriCat are guests who have stayed 
at Okonjima or Kavita Lion Lodge, so the added impact of 
reduced guest numbers due to recessions in the European 
and American economies since 2008 has been a further 
problem, resulting in donations from private individuals 
dropping each year. If we take 2007 as the benchmark, 
there was a drop of 26% from 2007 to 2008, 6% from 
2007 to 2009 and 56% from 2007 to 2010.

Clearly the worst fall-off has been from 2009 to 2010 with 
a 53% drop just for this period in private donations and 
purchase of curios in aid of Africat.

Environmental and Conservation charities have struggled 
for many years to attract significant levels of support. 
Information from Giving USA shows that around 2% 
of American charitable funds went to these causes. 
The figures for the United Kingdom are similar. New 
Philanthropy Capital published a report in 2007 showing 
that less than 2% of UK grants went to this sector and 
less than 5% of private donations.

The great strength of AfriCat has been its’ ability to make 
contact with guests and demonstrate the impact of its’ 
work. As guest numbers remain depressed the task of 
fundraising becomes ever more important and the AfriCat 
team are looking to diversify support whilst working to give 
more information on our work to our loyal supporter base.

Economic Downturn Affects 

Tusk Trust assists AfriCat Foundation

The AfriCat Foundation is now working actively with Tusk Trust to 
raise funds in the UK. Tusk has supported AfriCat for many years 
and provided key funding for veterinary costs and capital projects. 

Both the purchase of a plane for transport and tracking of animals and 
the materials and construction of the fence for the 4 000ha Cheetah 
Rehabilitation enclosure was funded by Tusk.

Tusk has been working for over 20 years to support conservation 
across sub-Saharan Africa. They offer us expertise in a broad range 
of fundraising activities and participation in the many events they run 
during the year. You can learn more about their work at www.tusk.org

To make a donation to AfriCat through Tusk, send a cheque made out 
to ‘Tusk Trust’, with a covering note that states that the donation is ‘for 
the benefit of AfriCat Namibia’.

Please send cheques to:

Tusk Trust
4 Cheapside House
High Street
Gillingham
Dorset
SP8 4AA

OKONJIMA & AFRICAT - How It Works:
Guests come to Okonjima to see AfriCat. Okonjima provides 
the accomodation, service and the ability to experience what 
AfriCat does!

Okonjima is responsible for 94% of the funding of the whole 
project, while AfriCat is responsible for the Carnivore Care 
Centre. AfriCat is reliant on donations, which represents 6% of 
total running costs.

OKONJIMA’s 94% cover includes the following:

• building & maintenance of all AfriCat infrastructure - roads,
fences, fire-breaks, the airstrip, river crossings and buildings

• water points and bore-holes
• maintenance of all vehicles
• installation and maintenance of communication systems -

telephones, radios & computers
• maintemance of security sysyems
• supply of power and standby generators
• acquisition of all new farmland and game introductions
• payment of Government land taxes
• building & maintenance of staff housing
• 95% of all staff salaries
• 95% of AfriCat’s marketing and advertising

So, without tourism and without Okonjima - there would be no 
AfriCat - there would be no story like this to tell.

Afri-Leo was registered as a Welfare Organisation in 1997 by Tammy Hanssen (the 
oldest of the Hanssen siblings), and her husband Uwe, who were at that point still 
livestock farmers. They were intent on finding workable solutions for the ever-

present farmer-lion conflict on their farm Kaross, as well as neighbouring farms adjacent 
to the Etosha National Park.
Their work later extended to the communal farming areas along the western, north-
western and northern boundaries, where the Park boundary fence is porous and in need 
of regular maintenance. 

Livestock are easy prey to predators and high losses have been commonplace since 
the early 50s, when the first commercial farms alongside Etosha were proclaimed. In 
1953, Uwe’s father bought the 10 000 ha Kaross farm, sharing a common border with 
western Etosha. The family developed a successful Karakul sheep and commercial 
cattle business. With the drilling of boreholes, available water and large numbers of 
livestock, this farm like many others, was constantly targeted by Lion, Leopard, Spotted 
Hyaena and Wild Dog. In order to survive the onslaught, and with no assistance from 
Park authorities, the farmers were forced to destroy large numbers of predators - gin 
traps, poison and shooting were the order of the day. 
Even the last wild dogs in this area were destroyed in the 1960s.

In 1989, Uwe & Tammy continued with livestock farming, despite suffering high losses to 
especially Spotted Hyaena, but aware of the increasing Lion conflict along the southern 
Etosha boundary. It was during this time that the concept for the Afri-Leo Foundation 
was developed.

With lion population ‘guestimates’ ranging from 600 – 1000 adults and sub-adults, found 
only in the northernmost reaches of Namibia, i.e. to the west & north in the Kunene 
Region & Etosha National Park, Khaudum Park to the east and the Caprivi Region to the 
northeast, Afri-Leo set out developing a comprehensive programme in support of the 
long term conservation & protection of the Namibian lion.

The three focus areas for Afri-Leo were defined as follows:

• Environmental Education & Awareness

Youth of all ages are encouraged to become involved in 
this programme, where active participation enables them 
to learn more about lions in general, their role within the 
natural ecosystem and the problems facing lions due 
to loss of ideal habitat, disease and drought. Issues 
such as Human-Wildlife Conflict and improved livestock 
protection methods encourage problem-solving within 
the farming communities.

Afri-Leo merges with AfriCat
• Human-Wildlife Conflict Mitigation and

Community Support

To mitigate Human-Wildlife Conflict on 
communal and free-hold farmland, thereby 
reducing poverty and uplifting these 
affected communities as a direct result 
of improved livestock management. 
Fewer losses allows for greater 
tolerance of predators, contributing 
to the long term survival of the wild 
lion (Panthera leo).

• Welfare

The lions of the Afri-Leo 
Sanctuary form an integral 
part of the Environmental 
Education Programme, 
where students and 
tourists visiting the 
Environmental Education 
Centre are introduced 
to lion conservation & 
Human-Wildlife Conflict 
Mitigation. Students & 
tourists are also present 
during the annual 
veterinary examinations, 
providing information 
and hands-on experience 
for all.

Through Environmental 
Education, Research and the Human-Wildlife Conflict Mitigation programmes, AfriCat 
North is in a position to ensure the long-term survival of the Namibian Lion (Panthera 
leo), as well as other large carnivore species.

Since its inception, Afri-Leo has worked closely with the AfriCat Foundation, founded 
in 1991 on the family farm, Okonjima. Due to the ever-increasing demands of carnivore 
conservation, a mutual decision was reached to merge these groups under the AfriCat 
banner. Afri-Leo’s programmes and projects will continue and expand under the name 
AfriCat North.  

The Afri-Leo Club (now AfriCat) started out in 1998, soon after the inception of the Afri-Leo Foundation. A group 
of ecology students at the Namib High School in Swakopmund ‘adopted’ one of the lionesses rescued from 
the Ekongoro Zoo in Rundu. During the next few years, these dedicated students raised funds for the general 

upkeep of the lioness called Tawala, visiting her approximately 3 times per year as groups made their way up to 
Kaross, the Afri-Leo Headquarters,  to learn more about the animals they set out to protect.  

Members of the AfriCat Club have committed their spare time to creating awareness of the plight of the 
Namibian Lion: they have raised much-needed funds for meat and the annual health check at the Lion Sanctuary 
and sourced donations for articles such as paint, paint brushes & curtaining for the classroom. Some dedicate 
their evenings to baby-sitting and others support the local SPCA by walking the dogs and cleaning cages – 
‘pocket money’ earned in this way is donated to AfriCat. Others have spent Saturday mornings assisting the 
local Municipality with the Desert Clean-Up Campaign.

June 2010 saw National Biodiversity Day celebrated in their coastal home-town - the ‘lion-masked’ Club 
members built an impressive float onboard a truck, boasting the motto “Lions belong in the Circle of Life”!

The final visit of the year brought a group of enthusiastic students up to AfriCat North – their task, to support 
a communal farmer by building a stronger kraal to protect his cattle and goats from marauding cheetah.

“Building the kraal was quite hard work but just the thought of making someone’s life just a little bit easier, kept 
me motivated!” - parting words from one of the AfriCat Club members, October 2010.   

The AfriCat Club makes a 

Today, when AfriCat’s support vehicle, (donated by the Okorusu Fluorspar 
Mine) arrives at Lantine and Andreas’ humble homes in the Khoa di //Hoas 
Conservancy along the western boundary of the Etosha National Park, we 

are met with smiles and a greeting which tells of Lions & Cheetahs who came 
to prey on their cattle but left without success.....their cattle and goats now lie 
safely at night within the confines of one of the predator-proof kraals (pens) built 
by AfriCat!

The AfriCat Conservation & Communities Programme, initiated in 2002 by Afri-
Leo (now AfriCat North), aims at mitigating Human-Wildlife Conflict on communal 
farms by improving livestock management & protection methods.

In general, farming methods in these areas are outdated and high annual livestock 
losses to marauding predators result in the destruction of large numbers of 
Cheetah and Lion, specifically.

Students visiting the AfriCat North Environmental Education Centre actively assist 
the communal farmers in building stronger kraals (pens) for improved protection.

Solutions to the ever-present Human - Wildlife Conflict, is imperative to the 
success of Namibia’s wildlife conservation programmes as well as to poverty 
reduction amongst a large number of communal farmers.

Conservation & Communities

In November last year, AfriCat North proudly received the 
first of two donated vehicles from Okorusu Fluorspar Mine.

These vehicles are to be used to provide much-needed 
support for livestock farmers and carnivore conservation in the north-western part 
of Namibia. Earlier in 2010, the Okorusu Community Trust pledged their support 
of AfriCat’s Carnivores & Communities Programme.

It is envisaged that by early 2011, the Okorusu – AfriCat Communal Carnivore 
Conservation Project (CCCP) will be in a position to effectively mitigate carnivore-
related conflict (especially Lion) on communal & commercial farms, as well as 
support the conservation of  large carnivores along Etosha’s borders and elsewhere 
in Namibia.

The Okorusu Community Trust receives funding from the Okorusu Fluorspar Mine 
for needy projects in the fields of Health, Education & Environment. Okorusu’s 
commitment to the environmental pillar of the Trust is in line with its slogan 
“giving back to the Earth”.  

Sincere thanks also to Rubicon Radios and Tyre 2000 for their most generous 
support for the communication devices and tyres, respectively.

Okorusu Fluorspar
Giving Back to the Earth

AfriCat has adopted a three-pronged approach to education for 
the future:

Environmental Education:
The AfriCat Environmental Education Programme aims to 
inform and empower Namibia’s youth about large carnivores, 
conservation and the Namibian environment. Our objectives are 
based on the 1997 UNESCO-UNEP Environmental Education 
framework:

• Awareness, Knowledge, Attitudes and Participation

The programme is adapted to the various ages of the different 
groups, but includes activities that are focused on predator 
conservation and general environmental awareness, i.e. nature 
walks, outdoor games, and cheetah viewing and tracking etc.

Mainstream Education: 
The private Perivoli Okonjima Country School based on Okonjima 
farm, aims to provide a sound, start-up education for pre-school 
(ages 2-5 yrs) as well as lower primary children (grades 1 – 4). 
Vast distances between their homes and the closest education 
centres, prevent most rural pre-school children from attending 
even the most basic play-school environment. These children 
are not at all prepared for first grade and many have difficulties 
adapting to the demands of formal school. Our school aims to 
not only provide an academic base but also a sound foundation 
for environmental education. This will contribute to long term 
wildlife conservation through the nurturing of inspired future 
leaders.

Adult Education (starting 2012):
Environmental and Nature Conservation students from the 
Polytechnic of Namibia, community farmers and community game 
guards will spend time in the Okonjima Private Nature Reserve 
and in the Damaraland communal area learning about carnivores. 
They will investigate the problems facing large carnivores due to 
loss of habitat, disease and drought, Human-Wildlife Conflict and 
improved livestock protection methods in rural communities.

Environmental Education is the key
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