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H
elp sponsor a com

m
unity school 

O
nguta Com

m
unity school phase 1: N$ 1 000 000.00 / US$ 71 124.00 

O
nguta Com

m
unity school phase 2: N$ 1 500 000.00/ US$ 106 686.00 

https://africat.org/w
p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_com

m
unity_school_onguta_w

eb.pdf 

H
elp Sponsor an Environm

ental Educator 
Salary for one Environm

ental Education teacher for 1 year: N$ 300 000.00/ US$ 21 337.00
https://africat.org/w

p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_essential_salaries_environm
ental_educator_

w
eb.pdf

H
elp Sponsor an A

friC
at Lion G

uard 
Five AfriCat Lion Guards salaries per year – N$ 228 000.00 / US$ 16 215.00 
Five AfriCat Lion Guards Food parcels valued @

 N$ 1,000 / m
onth- N$ 60 000 / US$ 

Ten Additional Lion Guards (To extend the w
ork of AfriCat further)(Cost for fuel and food parcels @

N$ 
3,200 / Guard per m

onth) : N$ 385 000.00 / US$ 27 383 
https://africat.org/w

p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_essential_salaries_lion_guards_w
eb.pdf

H
elp Sponsor essential salaries for a R

esearch Veterinarian and 
R

esearchers 
Research Assistant (Funding to be sourced): N$ 192 000.00 / US$ 13 656 
Projects Co-ordinator (Funding to be sourced): N$ 240 000.00 / US$ 17 070.00 
Adm

inistrator (funding to be sourced): N$ 60000 / US$ 4 267.00 
Research Veterinarian : N$ 600 000.00 / US$ 42 674.00 
https://africat.org/w

p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_essential_salaries_research_veterinarian_w
eb.

pdf

H
elp Sponsor a field vehicle 

Toyota Land cruiser &
 Nissan NP300: N$ 899 364.39 / US$ 63 966.00 

https://africat.org/w
p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_research_com

m
unity_field_vehicles_w

eb.pdf 

H
elp Sponsor the A

friC
at Environm

ental Education Program
m

e 
Sponsor a school group (20pax + 2 teachers) 
for three days: N$ 9 900.00 / US$ 704 
for five days: N$ 16 500 / US$ 1 174.00 
 Sponsor a child 
For 3 days: N$ 450.00 / US$ 32 
For 5 days: N$ 750 / US$ 53 
https://africat.org/w

p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_sponsor_environm
ental_education_

program
m

e_w
eb.pdf

H
elp Sponsor a tracking device and cam

era for research 
Radio Collars (Cost quoted is per collar): N$ 35 601.83 / US$ 2532 
20 x M

otion Detection Cam
eras: N$ 160 000.00 / US$ 11 380.00 

H
elp Sponsor a stock kraal for com

m
unal farm

ers 
O

ne Kraal Construction for 350 heads of cattle (Including new
 m

aterials): N$ 50 000.00 / US$ 3 556.00 
https://africat.org/w

p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_stock_kraal_w
eb.pdf

H
elp Sponsor the A

friC
at m

obile vet clinic 
Total: N$ 1,181,832.50 / US$ 84,057.00 
https://africat.org/w

p-content/uploads/2018/10/africat_veterinary_field_clinic_w
eb.pdf
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Read more AfriCat news:
https://africat.org/latest-news/

Originally from Cheshire in the United Kingdom, Sarah first came to Namibia in 2007 and fell in love 
with the country, its people and wildlife. Having gained a BSc in Animal Behaviour and Welfare at 
university, Sarah studied ground squirrels on the NamibRand Nature Reserve for a year before returning 
to the UK to complete her masters in Animal Behaviour at Manchester Metropolitan University.
She then returned to Namibia to work on an environmental impact assessment on the potential 
effects of mining on brown hyaenas within the Sperrgebiet National Park, with the Brown Hyaena 
Research Project, Lüderitz, in southern Namibia. After spending a year researching forest ecology in 
Cambodia, she returned to Namibia to complete her PhD in Human-Wildlife Conflict on commercial 
farmlands bordering the Namib-Naukluft and Sperrgebiet National Parks with the Brown Hyaena 
Research Project.
After completing her PhD, Sarah was awarded a post-doctoral fellowship with the Centre for Wildlife 
Management of the University of Pretoria, in collaboration with the Cheetah Research Project of the 
Leibniz Institute for Zoo and Wildlife Research in east-central Namibia. During the two year fellowship, 
Sarah worked on advancing methods for modelling cheetah abundance, spatial density estimation of 

leopard and serval within Khaudom National Park and leopard occupancy analysis within the Gondwana Canyon Park.
Sarah will be running the AfriCat brown hyaena research project that aims to gain a better understanding of the spatial and social 
ecology of this misunderstood species when living in a closed reserve. https://africat.org/our-team/

Having chosen to protect its wildlife 
populations from the threats such as human-
wildlife conflict and poaching, the Okonjima 
Nature Reserve is fully enclosed with an 
electric fence.  Whilst enclosed reserves 
bring the advantage of a safe and secure 
life for wildlife, they simultaneously present 
threats in the form of inbreeding due to 
the normal processes of immigration and 
emigration being stopped, population sizes 
exceeding natural carrying capacity and 
intensified competition with other species 
for the limited resources within the area.  
As a consequence, the wildlife living within 
the Okonjima borders needs managing 
to ensure their survival and sustainability. 
The Okonjima brown hyaena population is 
naturally occurring, with no management 
actions being conducted on the population 
since the erection of the electric fence in 
2010.  Currently little is known about the 
population and thus in January 2018, a large 

scale brown hyaena research project was launched.  Using GPS collars to collect high-resolution 
spatial data and trail cameras monitor brown hyaenas across the reserve, the project aims to 
estimate population size, social structure, home range size and activity patterns of the species 
on Okonjima.  Given the constraints imposed by the fence, brown hyaena behavior may be 
expected to differ from free-ranging individuals and thus this specialized behavioral ecology 
needs to be understood in order to make effective management decisions.
During the first six months of the project, a total of eight adult brown hyaenas were free-
darted and fitted with Wireless Wildlife GPS collars, with another two collars to be fitted 
in the coming weeks.  The eight collared individuals comprise four males and four females, 
darted at sites across the reserve.  Little variation was seen in body mass; 42.65 - 46.30 kg 
and two of the males had fresh bite wounds on the face and neck and old scars around the 
neck region.  The collars are set to collect high resolution spatial data; one position every 30 
minutes during the night, when the hyaenas are most active and one position every two hours 
during the day.  To date we have 14,543 data points from our eight collared hyaenas, this data 
is already revealing detailed insights into the lives of these elusive animals; showing us where 
the animals have their communal dens, giving us accurate estimates of home range sizes and 
activity patterns as well as the social structure of the population.  
Thanks to the Namibian Wildlife Conservation Trust, funding was gained for purchase 
of 40 infra-red Cuddeback trail cameras, protective boxes, batteries and SD cards. Varta 
Consumer Batteries Namibia kindly subsidized the cost of the batteries as part of their 
commitment to wildlife conservation within Namibia.  These trail cameras have now 
been set-up across the reserve to monitor brown hyaena activity.  Brown hyaenas have 

individually unique front leg stripe patterns, which can be used to create an identification 
database from the trail camera images.  Being brown and beige, the leg stripe patterns 
can often come out blurred on infra-red trail camera images if the animal is walking past 
the trail camera, therefore cameras were mainly set up at latrines and paste marks. 
These are important areas where brown hyaenas are most likely to stop to perform olfactory 
marking behaviors, thus increasing the time the animal is front of the camera and maximizing 
the probability of capturing clear leg stripe photos.  So far 4,037 brown hyaena images have 
been captured on trail camera and now the cataloguing of these images into an individual 
database is in progress.  The next three months of data collection will be used for population 
modelling using newly developed spatial capture recapture models, which will give us the first 
brown hyaena density estimates for the reserve.  Along with brown hyaena, a wide variety of 
wildlife species have been captured on trail camera, ranging from springhare to giraffe. This 
‘by-catch’ data set is highly valuable and will be analyzed during the coming months.
Inbreeding of the brown hyaena population is a particularly concerning potential issue, 
especially given the results of a recent research paper which indicated brown hyaena natural 
genetic diversity is lower than previously believed.  Therefore, part of the brown hyaena 
research will include a genetic diversity assessment of the population in collaboration with 
Panthera.  The paste marks which hyaenas use to communicate and demark their territory 
contain genetic material.  Therefore, samples from paste marks across the reserve are 
currently being collected for analysis, as well as genetic samples taken during sedation for 
collaring.  The prevalence of disease within the hyaena population is also a matter of concern, 
as any disease could spread through the population quickly.  During sedation for collaring 
blood samples are taken and these will be tested for various diseases during our annual vet 
checks in June.   
Brown hyaena are increasingly persecuted across their range for real or perceived involvement 
in human-wildlife conflict with farmers, which is the main threat to their conservation.  As 
a result, protected areas such as Okonjima are likely to represent the last strong hold for 
the survival of the species.  Our brown hyaena research project will not only allow Okonjima 
to effectively manage its population; the results will be applicable to enclosed protected 
areas across southern Africa and become increasingly relevant as the trend for wildlife-
proof fencing used by the growing wildlife industry on private lands across southern Africa 
progresses, which will increasingly fragment wildlife populations.  We will be publishing our 
results in peer-reviewed scientific journals to ensure the data reaches a wide audience and 
can implemented in conservation management decisions. 

Introducing our brown hyaena researcher: Welcome Dr. Sarah Edwards 

AFRICAT BROWN HYAENA PROJECT- INTRODUCTORY REPORT.
https://africat.org/brown-hyaena-project/

Lion Whisperer volunteers to work with AfriCat
https://africat.org/lion-whisperer-volunteers-to-work-with-africat/

AfriCat works where Human-Wildlife Conflict is at 
its greatest, an age-old story throughout Africa 
where communities are going about their tradi-
tional farming methods on the fringes of wilder-
ness areas. The work is in remote areas and offers 
up incredibly difficult conditions for communities 
trying to protect their livestock from predators. 
It is here, from the field base at AfriCat North, 
where various programmes mitigate the conflict 
between the two. These projects are dependent 
on the generosity of sponsors and donors, and 
one of these is the Kevin Richardson Foundation. 
Kevin recently visited the AfriCat Foundation at 
Okonjima and further afield, met with the Af-
riCat North Lion Guards, who dedicate their time 
and energy to promoting greater tolerance and 
co-existence on communal farmland adjacent 
to protected areas such as the Etosha National 
Park and the Hobatere Concession.
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Read more about AfriCat Research Projects:
https://africat.org/research/

Research & Community Support

At the end of November 2017, the AfriCat Foundation 
Veterinary Clinic hosted a course for interested researchers, 
people involved in working with wildlife in sanctuaries 
and veterinary students to introduce, guide and provide a 
hands-on approach to immobilising carnivores. Participants 
were required to pass an exam to allow them to apply for 
registration with the Namibian Veterinary Council (NVC) as 
veterinary wildlife para-professionals. Successful registration 
enables candidates to work under the guidance of a 
veterinarian (wildlife) registered with the NVC in Namibia 
under specific conditions. These stipulate that they may 
only immobilize wildlife in emergencies and under certain 
conditions as researchers or in research projects. 
The course content was put together in an easy, logical and 

understandable way by the experienced course presenter, Dr. 
U. Tubbessing. Participants had to gain an applicable, in-depth 
understanding of the medicinal effects on the carnivores 
internal organ's anatomy, functioning & physiology, applied 
whilst working on them. The course included a study of the 
pharmacology of some of the drugs they would use in their 
work as well as knowledge of relevant acts/regulations/rules 
applicable to the profession. 
Practical skills were demonstrated to them and they had 
ample hands-on experience of using certain groups of 
medicines; loading of the remote projectile; handling of a 
remote delivery device (projectile) and general principles on 
the strict, safe and precise handling of the device as if it were 
a fire-arm/gun. The group was able to participate (and gain 
experience) during the immobilization of one of Okonjimas’ 
spotted hyaena, which needed a new tracking collar fitted. 
For some researchers working in remote areas, it is generally 
not possible to have a veterinarian present at all times for 
immobilization procedures. For this reason, the relevant 
legislation now provides special concessions.
Some of the participants attended the course simply to 
understand the mechanics of immobilization and gain 
knowledge of the sequence of individual or multiple capture 
operations and any side effects that could occur. For the 
University of Namibia veterinary students, it was a welcome 
short introduction to understanding and combining different 
systems, leading up to their exposure to more detailed 
information at a later stage during their studies.
All participants enjoyed the heavily loaded, content-filled 
five-day course. They participated enthusiastically and were 
rewarded by passing their exam. 

Veterinary Para-Professional Course held at AfriCat Foundation Veterinary Clinic in collaboration with the Okonjima Nature Reserve

This year our programme had a good attendance from visiting 
Namibian schools. Both primary and secondary schools 
visited the AfriCat Environmental Education Centre. The 
AfriCat Environmental Education Centre Campsite, PAWS 
(People and Wildlife Solutions) also again accommodated a 
number of UNAM initiated groups for practical training. 
We continued hosting a number of international schools 
and colleges from the USA, UK, and Poland. Winchester, 
Hampton, Lady Eleanor Holles and The Glasgow Academy 
were some of the prominent, and well-known school that 
visited, as well as Emory College from the United States. 
The Environmental Education staff, during the Environmental 
Education School Outreach Programme, so far also reached 
over 3500 learners from different schools in different regions. 
The programme aims at reaching larger learner groups than 
the small contact groups accommodated during visits at the 
centre. Various conservation and environmental awareness 
topics were discussed with learners during either classroom 
sessions or bigger grade group sessions.
Our challenges at the Centre remained transport to and 
from the centre as well as on site transportation. However, 

Okonjima assisted us well in our need, and we extend 
a big and warm thank you to them.
During the next few months, we are looking forward 
to welcome the camps still booked as well as to 
continue with our outreach programme. The AfriCat 
Environmental Education staff’s desire and motivation 
is to reach and impact as many young lives as possible.
The AfriCat Environmental Education team is very 
grateful to the Tusk trust, for its continuous support 
of our environmental education programme. Over 
the years we were able to achieve the dream of 
conservation through education with your help.

Conservationthrough Education

The farming community of Okongorro 
recently suffered severe losses to lions 
leaving the Etosha National Park’s north-
western boundary.
Through AfriCat’s Livestock Protection 
Programme, farming communities are 
supported and guided to improve on their 
livestock protection in order to reduce losses; 
our most recent ‘boma-kraals’ comprise 
shade-cloth panels wrapped around tree 
trunks (serving as poles), creating a quick 
put-up and take-down nocturnal kraal for 
protection against predation.   
The AfriCat Lion Guards encourage attitude 
change and commitment to the erection 
and maintenance of such kraals, as lions 
move through the porous Park fence in 
search of easy-prey on farmland. Night-
Patrols are carried out by AfriCat’s dedicated 
Lion Guards in an attempt at discouraging 
predator movement, thereby reducing 
livestock loss.

Okongorro KraalAfriCat’s livestock protection initiative 
https://africat.org/environmental-education/
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Read more about AfriCat Research Projects:
https://africat.org/research/

Science & Research

From the 25th to the 29th of June 2018, the 
veterinary team from the University of 
Pretoria, assisted by Dr Diethardt Rodenwoldt 
(Namibian Vet Council reg. no. 84/7 (wildlife) 
and the AfriCat team examined and 
immobilized 24 carnivores (eighteen cheetahs, 
four leopards and two lions) for the AfriCat 
Annual Health Checks and to collect samples 
for their registered research project – “The 
long-term health monitoring and immune-
competence of captive cheetahs (Acinonyx 
jubatus)”.
All the carnivores were anaesthetized via 
remote projectile device. All captive and 
recently park released cats were weighed and 
clinically assessed for their health status. Blood 
and urine samples were collected from each 
cat for a comprehensive serum biochemistry 

profiles. Two of the old cheetahs (Bubbles and 
Curly) had raised indicators pointing towards 
early renal failure. 
Sadly, one of our leopard males (“Wahu”) 
had to be humanely euthanized, due to age 
related advanced irreversible renal pathology.
All 24 carnivores were vaccinated against 
rabies. A fly (cheetah fly) controlling program, 
initiated three years ago, still proved to be 
effective, as no flies were visible on any of the 
captive cats. 
A potential additional benefit was that 
only one of the captive cats (cheetah), on 
gastroscopy had one nematode worm in the 
stomach, were as the rest of the cats were 
found to be free of internal parasites.
Gastric biopsies were collected using a flexible 
endoscope to assess the extent of gastritis 
in all the cheetahs. All cats underwent a 
thorough routine dental examination. Where 
indicated, root canal treatment(s) and/or 
extraction(s) were performed, which were 
minimal, indicating the value placed on dental 
care and the resulting improvement of quality 
of life in captivity and outside (park) to feed / 
eat / function freely and painlessly.
Like every other year AfriCat offers an 
exclusive, ‘behind-the-scenes’ - hands-on 

experience for volunteers during the Annual 
Health Checks and this year we were very 
glad to be assisted by a group of volunteers 
from the United States (Ultimate Safaris and 
Wilderness Travel USA). The volunteers pay a 
fee to experience and witness all the activities 
associated with a clinical health examinations.   

During the same week, one of our free-
roaming sable bulls was observed with a 
serious limp (non-weight bearing front leg).  
The sable was immobilized, for an intense 
detailed examination, to be performed on 
it. It was discovered that it was the start of 
pododermatitits (an infection – puss - of one 
of the hoof surrounding tissue, caused most 
likely by a penetration object like a thorn or 
wooden piece). The wound was debrided 
and cleaned together with supporting local 
and systemic treatment. In order to ensure 
constant supervision and appropriate care, he 
was temporarily placed into a smaller holding 
enclosure inside the nature reserve, before we 
could release him to free-roam.
Team AfriCat would like to extend their 
gratitude to everyone for their passion, 
dedication who made this years Annual Health 
Checks such a successful one. 
Thank you all!

During our Annual Health Checks, held earlier 
this year in June, some abnormalities where 
detected in two of our resident leopards eyes. 
Shakira who is a 14-year-old female leopard 
and Mick a 16-year-old male leopard.
SHAKIRA
Shakira has in her right eye an early start of 
an immature cataract, localized to the front 
inner capsule wall with a focal pigment spot 
on it. A possible cause can be an impact on 
the forehead, resulting in an inflammatory 
reaction of an inner eye structure (uvei). The 
pigment formation could most likely be a 
sequel to the inflamma
tion (uveitis).
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Figures 1-3. 

Shakira’s right eye showing an immature diffuse stellate to sunburst anterior capsular/subcapsular cataract and large pigment 
deposit temporoventrally (from 7 to 8 o’clock) on the anterior lens capsule. 

 

 
Figure 4. 

B-mode ultrasound image of the right eye (OD) showing increased echogenicity of the anterior lens capsule, 
consistent with (mild) cataractous change. The posterior segment (vitreous and retina) is normal. 
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Figures 1-3.
Shakira’s right eye showing an immature 

diffuse stellate to sunburst anterior capsular/
subcapsular cataract and large pigment deposit 

temporoventrally (from 7 to 8 o’clock) on the 
anterior lens capsule.

Figure 4.
B-mode ultrasound image of the right eye (OD) 

showing increased echogenicity of the anterior lens 
capsule,

consistent with (mild) cataractous change. The 
posterior segment (vitreous and retina) is normal.

Figure 5.
B-mode ultrasound image of the left eye 

(OS) displaying the appearance of a normal 
globe.

 Continuous monitoring by means of a person 
accepted by the leopard to let a torch shine 
into her eyes and observe the full color eye 
(tapetum) for any small black spots. In years 
time we will have to immobilize her again for 
a detailed opthalmoscopic examination.
The good aspect is that her vision seems not 
to be affected, all other test performed were 
clean, same as the left eye. 

MICK
Mick's left eye has a unilateral complete 
hypermature cataract with a dorsal 
subluxated lens, most likely traumatic in 
origin. He is currently functionally blind in 
this eye. There are marked changes in the 
posterior segment consistent with severe 
historic intraocular inflammation – likely as a 
result of lens-induced uveitis. Currently, the 
eye is comfortable and there is no sign of 
frank, clinical uveitis although there is trace 
of aqueous flare and reduced intraocular 
pressure compared to the contralateral eye, 
which may suggest a subclinical / low grade 
lens-induced uveitis. Lens-induced uveitis can 
occur as a sequel to cataracts, due to leakage 
of lens proteins across the lens capsule and 
into the rest of the globe. Uveitis (which may 
affect the iris, ciliary body and choroid) is a 
painful condition and thus, Mick will have to 
be closely monitored for any sign of ocular 
discomfort in his left eye, including: keeping 
eye closed or half-closed (blepharospasm), 
photophobia, excessive tearing (epiphora), 
redness of the conjunctiva and sclera, corneal 
oedema (bluish/white/cloudy appearance 
to top layer of eye), miosis (pupillary 
constriction) and/or color changes to the iris.

The diagrams below show the schematic 
presentation of a lens luxation and subsequent 

aphakic crescent.

 
Figures 1 & 2. 

Mick’s left eye showing a hypermature cataract and lens subluxation. Note how using the flash function on 
the camera elicits a tapetal reflex and thus highlights the aphakic crescent (yellow arrow), which is 

pathognomonic for lens subluxation. 
 
 
The only treatment option to attempt to restore vision in the left eye would be a surgical approach. A “regular” 
cataract surgery (phacoemulsification extracapsular cataract extraction) cannot be performed in this case due to the 
lens subluxation. An intracapsular lentectomy would need to be performed, whereby the lens is removed within the 
capsular bag. For this reason, it unfortunately would not be possible to place an artificial replabut Mick would be 
significantly hyperopic (far-sighted) in this eye post-surgery with impaired depth perception. Further, due to the 
marked vitreal changes, a vitrectomy would need to be performed. The intracapsular lentectomy and vitrectomy 
procedures carry a higher risk and rate of complications, including retinal detachment. Prior to considering surgery, a 
non-invasive electronic test to measure the electrical potential through the photoreceptor layer and the amocrine and 
horizontal neurons in the retina should be performed, to ensure that Mick is a suitable surgical candidate. Without 
confirming a healthy posterior segment, surgery should not be performed since one can create a clear visual axis for 
the patient by removing the cataractous lens but vision requires a healthy and functioning retina. 
 
Performing any intraocular surgery carries significant risk of uveitis and glaucoma, risks that can usually be mitigated 
with intensive post-operative treatment. It is a major concern that such topical treatment (eye drops) will not be able 
to be administered continuously in this case and this does raise the question of whether surgery is truly in the 
animal’s best interest.  
Currently, Mick’s left eye is non-visual but it is comfortable.  
 
The other option would be to enucleate the eye immediately but this would require general anesthesia and the 
Optometrist does not feel this is necessary at present since Mick is currently comfortable. My recommendation would 
be to leave the left eye as is and monitor it closely for any signs of ocular discomfort. Mick’s right eye is normal and 
visual and he is coping well and has adapted to being visual in only one eye. Further, he is a captive leopard who 
does not have to hunt or defend himself and these considerations, together with his advanced age, make the 
decision to leave and monitor the left eye a reasonable approach. 

 
Figures 1 & 2. 

Mick’s left eye showing a hypermature cataract and lens subluxation. Note how using the flash function on 
the camera elicits a tapetal reflex and thus highlights the aphakic crescent (yellow arrow), which is 

pathognomonic for lens subluxation. 
 
 
The only treatment option to attempt to restore vision in the left eye would be a surgical approach. A “regular” 
cataract surgery (phacoemulsification extracapsular cataract extraction) cannot be performed in this case due to the 
lens subluxation. An intracapsular lentectomy would need to be performed, whereby the lens is removed within the 
capsular bag. For this reason, it unfortunately would not be possible to place an artificial replabut Mick would be 
significantly hyperopic (far-sighted) in this eye post-surgery with impaired depth perception. Further, due to the 
marked vitreal changes, a vitrectomy would need to be performed. The intracapsular lentectomy and vitrectomy 
procedures carry a higher risk and rate of complications, including retinal detachment. Prior to considering surgery, a 
non-invasive electronic test to measure the electrical potential through the photoreceptor layer and the amocrine and 
horizontal neurons in the retina should be performed, to ensure that Mick is a suitable surgical candidate. Without 
confirming a healthy posterior segment, surgery should not be performed since one can create a clear visual axis for 
the patient by removing the cataractous lens but vision requires a healthy and functioning retina. 
 
Performing any intraocular surgery carries significant risk of uveitis and glaucoma, risks that can usually be mitigated 
with intensive post-operative treatment. It is a major concern that such topical treatment (eye drops) will not be able 
to be administered continuously in this case and this does raise the question of whether surgery is truly in the 
animal’s best interest.  
Currently, Mick’s left eye is non-visual but it is comfortable.  
 
The other option would be to enucleate the eye immediately but this would require general anesthesia and the 
Optometrist does not feel this is necessary at present since Mick is currently comfortable. My recommendation would 
be to leave the left eye as is and monitor it closely for any signs of ocular discomfort. Mick’s right eye is normal and 
visual and he is coping well and has adapted to being visual in only one eye. Further, he is a captive leopard who 
does not have to hunt or defend himself and these considerations, together with his advanced age, make the 
decision to leave and monitor the left eye a reasonable approach. 

Figures 1 & 2.
Mick’s left eye showing a hypermature cataract and 
lens subluxation. Note how using the flash function 

on
the camera elicits a tapetal reflex and thus highlights 

the aphakic crescent (yellow arrow), which is
pathognomonic for lens subluxation.

The only treatment option to attempt to 
restore vision in the left eye would be a 
surgical approach. A “regular” cataract surgery 
(phacoemulsification extracapsular cataract 
extraction) cannot be performed in this case 
due to the lens subluxation. An intracapsular 
lentectomy would need to be performed, 
whereby the lens is removed within the 
capsular bag. For this reason, it unfortunately 
would not be possible to place an artificial 
replabut Mick would be significantly 
hyperopic (far-sighted) in this eye post-
surgery with impaired depth perception. 
Currently, Mick’s left eye is non-visual but it 
is comfortable. Mick’s right eye is normal in 
vision and he is coping well and has adapted 
to being visual in only one eye. Further, he is 
a captive leopard who does not have to hunt 
or defend himself and these considerations, 
together with his advanced age, make the 
decision to leave and monitor the left eye a 
reasonable approach.

Shenzi, is our nine year 
old male lion at the 
AfriCat Carnivore Care 
Centre.
Some time at the begin-
ning of May 2018, a 
small localised swelling 
was noticed on the point  
of his left elbow. It did 
not appear to be painful, 
nor did he show any signs 

of irritation or lameness.
The swelling, which appeared to be a 
hygroma, slowly increased in size equal 
to a normal orange. A hygroma is a fluid 
filled pocket containing serum, occasionally 
also small amounts of blood. The longer 
the hygroma stays intact, the more likely 
fibrin tissue can get organized to form 
white transparent round to oval structures, 
resembling the form of pearls, hens called 
fibrin pearls, (above left).
Normally the development of such hygroma 
is or can be due to a traumatic impact 
on prominent bony points traumatizing 
soft tissue. The response is a fluid (serum) 
accumulation in and around the impacted 
area.

At our AfriCat Annual Health Checks this 
year, while under anaesthesia, the fluid-filled 
pocket was opened, drained it and kept the 
artificially made wound open for further 
draining if that should happen due to the 
procedure performed. The fluid content 
was that of clear serum with fibrin strands 
and pearls (white in colour). No sign of any 
infective agent nor any inflammatory cells 
on a smear were visible, meaning a sterile 
inflammation. 
On the same leg Shenzi had an ingrown 
dewclaw, penetrating the skin-web of the 
skin to the middle of the claw (an excessive 
long curve of the nail, due to not being 
kept naturally short). The claw was clipped 
(shortened) and the penetrating wound 
treated.
The days following the procedure, hardly 
any draining was visible. Both wounds 
healed uncomplicated and fast. Only a small 
thickening blemish is visible on Shenzi's 
elbow.

AFRICAT ANNUAL HEALTH CHECKS - June 2018     EYE CATARACTS                          Shakira & Mick

Strange growth discovered on Shenzi’s claw

https://africat.org/africat-annual-health-check-2018/

Aphakic 
Crescent

This "New Moon" crescent is a 
pathognomonic sign for lens 

luxation / subluxation
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Read more about how you can support AfriCat:
https://africat.org/support/

How you can help

SUPPORT AFRICAT WHILE HAVING FUN WITH 
OUR ADOPT-A-SPOT SPONSORSHIP OPTION!
Dedicated to the conservation of cheetah and leopard in Namibia!
When you symbolically Adopt-a-Spot @ AfriCat, you are helping some 
of our carnivores during this most challenging time in their existence. 
Adopt-a-Spot is an enjoyable and fun way of helping AfriCat help Namibia’s 
spotted cats. It’s an easy and affordable opportunity to contribute to the 
conservation of large carnivores in Namibia.
 
At our new Carnivore Care and Information Centre (upgraded 
2011-2016) you will write your own name onto the door of 
the year you have adopted a Spot for.
ADOPT A Spot for 1 YEAR @ N$500/US$ 29/£ 28/€ 25
ADOPT A Spot for 2 YEARS @ N$550/US$ 40/£ 31/€ 35
ADOPT A Spot for 3 YEARS @ N$600/US$ 35/£ 30/€ 33
The funding goes towards the AfriCat Foundation’s general running costs, 
veterinary expenses, computers, vehicles, cameras, collars, telemetry, research, 
and fuel.

AFRICAT PROJECTS 2018 -2019
AfriCat Hobatere Lion Research Project 
https://africat.org/lion-research/
AfriCat Brown Hyaena Research Project
https://africat.org/hyaena-research/
AfriCat Leopard Density Study
https://africat.org/leopard-research/
AfriCat Environmental Education Programme
https://africat.org/okonjima-nature-reserve/
https://africat.org/outreach/
AfriCat Cheetah Rehabilitation Project
https://africat.org/cheetah-research/
AfriCat Pangolin Research
https://africat.org/pangolin-research/
Communal Carnivore Conservation Program
https://africat.org/lion-guards-2/
https://africat.org/livestock-protection/
https://africat.org/southern-boundary-fence/

Support AfriCat by donating Online
Please indicate whether you would like to receive your certificate of support by 
mail or email. 
If you are a UK or USA tax payer you can take advantage of Gift Aid by contacting 
our representative in the USA or UK.
Our UK programme works in partnership with TUSK Trust, who administer 
donations on AfriCat’s behalf. 
If you are interested in receiving information on legacy donations please contact 
AfriCat.
You can donate online using the following platforms:
EFT/Bank transfer payments
PayPal 
AmazonSmile
Virgin money giving
Ubuntu Namibia
Easyfundraising.org.uk
For more information on how to donate online please visit our website: https://
africat.org/donate-online/#

Leave a Legacy Celebrate the life, achievements, 
and character of someone you cherish!

Honor someone special, give tribute for a life well-lived, or simply celebrate a 
special occasion.
Your gift will be meaningful and long-lasting—helping future generations of 
Namibian children and their natural heritage.
Acknowledge someone’s expertise, professionalism, or friendship.
Create a lasting legacy in the name of a loved-one.
Recognize the interests and concerns of someone special
https://africat.org/leave-a-legacy/

RESEARCH
Sponsor a Radio Collar or Trail Cameras

Radio Collars
AfriCat Headquarters on Okonjima uses VHF radio-collars to research Leopard 
and Hyaena densities within the 20 000ha island bound ecosystem, as well as for 
the monitoring of rehabilitated cheetahs.
AfriCat North uses GPS-enabled collars to tracks lions. 
GPS-Satellite Collars for Lion: N$ 50 000.00/US$ 3125
VHF Radio Collar: N$ 5000.00/US$ 320
Satellite Collar (Iridium): N$20 000.00/US$ 1250

Trail Cameras
Camera trapping is a non-invasive method of observing wildlife with only a 
minimum of disturbance to the target species and therefore, provides ideal 
conditions to study the rare, cryptic and elusive. They are able to illustrate a 
24h-cycle providing day and night time data whereas many other methods are 
restricted to diurnal use only (e.g. line transect surveys, VHF-telemetry) which 
makes them ideal to study and observe nocturnal species.
Trail Cameras: N$3500.00/200 US$

https://africat.org/research/

Sponsor-A-Carnivore
AfriCat relies on the goodwill of visitors and donors. Every penny counts, and save 
for statutory audit fees, all of AfriCat America, AfriCat UK and sponsors via TUSK 
TRUST’s funds are applied to conservation in Namibia.
Support AfriCat by sponsoring one of our Carnivores at the 
AfriCat Carnivore Care Centre or within the Okonjima Nature 
Reserve, to help with their upkeep and veterinary costs.
Sponsor a cheetah for 1 year: N$2500.00/ US$ 182/£ 142/ € 159
Sponsor a leopard for 1 year: N$3500.00/US$ 252/£ 198/€ 223
Sponsor a lion for 1 year:        N$5000.00/US$ 364/£ 283/€ 319
Sole sponsor a Carnivore for 1 year: N$ 12000.00/US$ 873/£ 680/€ 765
Read more about each cat at:
https://africat.org/sponsor-a-carnivore/

The Environmental Education Programme 
includes study of the ecosystem and animal behaviour, as well as farm management and 
improved livestock-protection methods. Youth of all ages are encouraged to 
become involved in an Environmental Education Outreach Programme, where 
active participation enables them to learn more about large carnivores, their role 
within the natural ecosystem and the problems facing these animals due to loss of 
ideal habitat, disease, drought and persecution. 
N$600.00 (US$ 40.00 / £ 31.00 / € 35.00) 2 night / weekend stay for one (1) 
schoolchild at our Environmental Education Programme.
N$ 12,000 (US$ 804.00 / £ 640.00 / € 687.00) 2 night / weekend stay for twenty (20) 
school child at our Environmental Education Programme.
This funding goes towards covering the costs for accommodation, education 
material, transport, and food.
https://africat.org/environmental-education/
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Read more about AfriCat's Research Projects:
https://africat.org/our-projects/

Field Notes
Leopard Newsletter
After an extensive period of continuous and repeated 
mating, a female leopard gives birth between one and three 
cubs after a gestation period of approximately 90 to 100 
days. The helpless little cubs are born blind and completely 
reliant on their mother’s care. During the first three months 
their mother will keep them concealed in a secure den 
which she will move regularly. At approximately eight to 
twelve weeks of age, the cubs will emerge from the den and 
regularly accompany their mother on her strolls and hunts.  
Many of Okonjima’s resident female leopards have given 
birth to one to three cubs within the last two years 
giving us a unique opportunity to monitor and study the 
mother-offspring dynamics between female leopards 
and their dependent offspring. Due to the high existing 
leopard numbers in the reserve, the rate of cub mortality 
is significant and many don’t even survive their first year. 
Isaskia is one of Okonjima’s collared females. Over the years 
Isaskia has given birth to five litters – of those five litters, she 
only managed to raise one litter existing of two cubs,who 
have now grown into two sub-adult male leopards. Even 
though they have mastered the art of hunting, they are still 

accompanying their mother every now and then to share the 
occasional kill. Sub-adult leopards disperse and establish an 
independent territory approximately between the age of 
12 to 18 months, depending on environmental conditions. 
Monitoring those leopards gives us a great opportunity to 
understand the underlying mechanisms of natal dispersal 
behavior in an environment with a high leopard density. 
Sub-adult females often are philopatric, which means that 
they stay close to their mothers’ territory. The females often 
accept the presence of their female cubs due to inclusive 
fitness reasons despite the reduction of their own home 
ranges and increased resource competition. During the years 
we observed  many female leopards who stayed within their 

mothers range: Famous MJ shared a large portion of her 
range with her daughter Shanti, Electra gave off parts of her 
range to her cub Nandi and JoJo’s two female cubs are both 
staying within their mothers range. Even though philopatry is 
not that common in sub-adult male leopards, we were able 
to observe some philopatric behavior in sub-adult males as 
well. Akili and Paka, two male leopards of approximately 
three years of age, are both staying within their natal range 
and are often found together with their suspected father 
sharing kills. The monitoring of Isaskia’s and Electra’s current 
male cubs will provide us with further valuable information 
on male dispersal behavior and how it is possibly affected 
by the high population number of leopards in the reserve.    

PAYING TRIBUTE TO
 A LEGEND!

Some called him Wahu, others Wahoo.  A ‘wahoo’ is actually 
known to be a fish – but this cat was given this unique name, 
to ‘imitate’ the motherly sound a female leopard makes 
when she calls her cubs.  To be able to understand his name 
completely - YOU will just have to use your imagination and 
try (quietly and perhaps privately ) to make the sound that 
Wayne Hanssen, made from the day little Wahu arrived on 
Okonjima!  He called him this way ‘to get his attention and 
to comfort him’.  If you get it right – you will know WHY THIS 
SPECIAL LEOPARD WAS CALLED - Wahu!
As many AfriCat supporters know, Wahu has been part of the 
Hanssen-Okonjima-AfriCat family since he was a week old.  
A farmer contacted AfriCat to pick up a cheetah cub that he 
had just caught on his farm. AfriCat rushed to its rescue, only 
to find that it was actually a leopard cub. AfriCat begged the 
farmer to take the little cub back to the area he was found, 
for there was a good chance that its mother was moving her 
cubs to a new den and had only temporarily deserted her 
one cub – and would have later returned to collect it. On 
that farm a local herdsman was walking through the bush 
looking for cattle, and unfortunately stumbled across this 
little creature and picked it up to take back home, obviously 
not realising how dangerous that moved could have been, 
if the mother was close by.  Also, like many others before 

him - naively did not realise that his action on that day – 20 
years ago, would be the end of a ‘natural life’ for this little, 
wild creature. 
So began Wahu’s journey as one of AfriCat’s first rescued 
carnivores!
Wahu’s eyes were still closed as he was just a few days old. 
Due to his young age he had to be hand-reared (by Lisa and 
Wayne Hanssen) which then obviously habituated him and 
he became unsuitable for release. At first he spent all his cub-
time in their home. As he grew stronger he was taken for 
long walks in the bush every day by at least one member 
of the Hanssen family – to try and force him, through trial 
and error, to hone in those leopard instincts that are strong 
and accurate.  Later on he was given a 500ha enclosure that 
had natural prey living beside him, but he seemed lonely as 
he constantly longed for the attention of humans - instead 
of going wild and living off the available prey.  After a few 
years he was moved to a 12-acre enclosure closer to AfriCat 
Headquarters and was then regularly seen by school groups 
and guests.  Wahu was one of AfriCat’s greatest leopard 
ambassadors - his legacy will live on forever!
For some people, the tragedy of losing a ‘pet’ or a wild animal 
that has been part of your life for a certain period - occurs in 
the blink of an eye. One moment everything is fine, and the 
next your breath is knocked from your chest.

For others, losing an animal you have raised and cared for 
and loved for many years - occurs over an extended period 
of time, usually because there is the gradual worsening of an 
illness before having to make the dreaded decision to end 
his or her suffering.
But for everyone, there is grief.  You are left to deal with a 
suddenly hollow place left in your heart. It’s a space that was 
once filled with barked greetings, or deep purrs, a head-rub 
or an intense look of recognition...  now strangely parted from 
your life - forever.
We are not saying that losing your much-loved animal is the 
worst thing that can happen to a person. But that doesn’t 
make the loss insignificant!
Wahu had been battling with numerous health issues, 
especially those relating to his kidneys and the arthritis in his 
legs, which was making life really difficult for him at the age 
of 20.
After a thorough health check on him, the team together 
with the Hanssen family, collectively agreed to say good-bye.
All creatures, even those we love most, must die one day. 
Even we ourselves. That kind of consciousness is what 
sweeps over one – when you are in the presence of greatness 
and you know the time has come to say goodbye to a living 
species that was part of your journey for 20 years! 
This was the feeling that swept over everyone that was 
present the day Dr Rodenwoldt and Dr Tordiffe put Wahu 
to sleep! The entire AfriCat clinic fell silent and there was a 
tear in everyone’s heart who witnessed Wahu fall into a deep 
sleep!
On behalf of Team AfriCat & 
Wahu, we would like to thank 
all of you for your continuous 
support.  We appreciate your help 
in aiding us to accomplish our 
mission which is – the long-term 
conservation of Namibia’s large 
carnivores. 
Roam the ‘happy hunting grounds’ 
dear friend. You have done us 
proud and you have been with us 
from the beginning of this story – 
called Okonjima!

Rehab Cheetahs 2018
Harley:
Since the release of the Motorbike coalition in September 
2015, Harley is the last man standing. He was always the lazy 
one in the coalition, but now, as a loner, he has surprised 
us all, moving around the reserve and making regular kills, 
especially of juvenile zebras.

Sniper and Spitfire:
They are the remaining two of the Aeroplane coalition 
released in December 2016, and are doing well in the reserve. 
They do occasionally go through dry spells during which they 
don’t hunt at all for a couple of weeks and need to be helped 
by the AfriCat team, but then they get going again and don’t 
need support for a couple of months. Why this happens we 
don’t know. The two work well together when they do hunt, 
which allows them to take down bigger prey, especially 
impala.

Mundi:
After her brother Swakop was killed by a leopard at the 
beginning of the year, Mundi is doing really well. She is seen 
on regular kills in the reserve, mostly duiker and steenbok and 
needs almost no support from the AfriCat team. Go Mundi!

Harley Aeroplanes Swakop and Mundi
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http://www.africat.org//support-us/

Sponsorships

Nissan/Poolman Motors & BF Goodrich 
Tyres supports the AfriCat Foundation. 
AfriCat would like to extend their sincere gratitude to the respective Nissan/
Poolman Motors and BF Goodrich management team for the generous support to 
the AfriCat Foundation of the newly purchased Nissan pickup trucks.
Nissan/Poolman gave AfriCat a special discount of N$ 46,000 per pick-up truck for 
all three purchased vehicles and BF Goodrich sponsored the mud-terrain tyres at 
N$ 15,700 per vehicle.
The conservation work at AfriCat is only made possible because of donors like you 
– your support is invaluable.

CYMOT is a proud supporter of the AfriCat 
Foundation, 

which focuses on long term conservation of Namibia’s large carnivores. Our 
environment and the animals are one of Namibia’s greatest assets, hence it is 
crucial for us at Cymot to be part in helping to preserve this valuable asset.
CAMPMOR, a long standing factory and supplier of our Greensport’s durable 
tents, chairs, mattresses, stretchers and other camping products, has proudly 
joined Cymot in making this support initiative possible.  Equipment to the value 
over N$100 000 will hopefully assist AfriCat in continuing their great work in 
conservation.
Since the early 1990’s, Cymot had committed to conservation and support towards 
various institutions of wildlife conservation. AfriCat and its unique programme 
of various conservation projects, including the Rehabilitation of endangered 
species, Environmental Education and Mitigating the ever-present Human-
Wildlife Conflict, creates a deep feeling of appreciation amongst our management 
members. It is therefore a logical conclusion that Cymot is proud to be associated 
with a determined and professional team of Namibian conservationists at AfriCat.

A big thank you to The Namibian 
Wildlife Conservation Trust & Varta 
Batteries! 
Funding was gained for purchase of 40 infra-red 
Cuddeback camera traps, protective boxes, batteries 
and SD cards. Varta Consumer Batteries Namibia kindly 
subsidized the cost of the batteries as part of their 
commitment to wildlife conservation within Namibia.  
These camera traps have now been set-up across the 
reserve to monitor brown hyaena activity.  Brown 
hyaenas have individually unique front leg stripe 
patterns, which can be used to create an identification 
database from the camera trap images.  Being brown 

and beige, the leg stripe 
patterns can often come out 
blurred on infra-red camera trap 
images if the animal is walking 
past the camera trap, therefore 
cameras were mainly set up 
at latrines and paste marks. 

From humble beginnings as a battery 
depot in Windhoek, CYMOT has 

grown to a household name, 
operating throughout Namibia, 

supplying quality-guaranteed products 
and after-sales service. It continues to 

be a wholly Namibian-owned 
company, with a core strength that 
remains its 500 employees. Even 

during tough economic times, CYMOT 
continues to invest in the country, 
adding many new branches and 

investing in new platforms. 

CYMOT has a long history and 
heritage, and yet we strive continually 
to remain the leaders in our market. 

We've embraced the latest e-commerce 
solutions, recently launching our new 
website that offers our customers the 

opportunity to browse and shop, 
anytime, anywhere via their smart 

device.  Our partnership with 
Gondwana will further showcase the 

beauty of our country, Namibia.

From a corporate social investment 
perspective, CYMOT continuously 

supports initiatives involved in 
education, sports and nature 

conservation, such as NaDEET, Save 
the Rhino Trust (SRT) and the Africat 

Education Centre.

CYMOT will continue to deliver service 
excellence to our customers, through 
exceptional service and platforms.

First official branch
opens in Stübel Street

19
49
19
49

CYMOT becomes 
100% independent and 
joins MIDAS/NAPA

19
85
19
85

Cymot SA (HO in 
Cape Town) started 
trading in Windhoek

19
48
19
48

Completed BEE deal 
with STIMULUS

20
06
20
06

GREENSPORT branch 
opens in Cape Town

19
97
19
97

Greensport 4x4 Fitment 
Centre opens 
at Central
Warehouse

20
00
20
00

50

60

19
94

Central Warehouse opens 
in Northern Industrial 
Area Windhoek

19
94

Axel Theissen takes
over the reigns

20
02
20
02

Revamped 
Windhoek City Centre
Branch opens in Tal Street

20
10
20
10

14 branches, 
± 500 employees

20
17
20
17

20182018

1948 2018

Extended 
CYMOT Oshakati 
branch opens

19
69
19
69

Claus Theissen 
joined as 
Assistant Manager

Tommies Midas opens 
in Oshakati in joint 
venture

19
90
19
90

70 YEARS OF 
SUCCESSFUL 
TRADING IN 

NAMIBIA

www.cymot.com

Tel: (+264 61) 295 6000
info@cymot.com      
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AfriCat WORLDWIDE
Please take note:
If you are a UK or USA tax payer you can take advantage 
of Gift Aid by contacting our representative in the USA 
or UK. Our UK programme works in partnership with the 
TUSK Trust, who administer donations on our behalf. If 
you are interested in information on legacy donations 
please contact our AfriCat representative.

AfriCat UK
UK Charity Commission 
Number 1120026
Contact: Janet & Carey Widdows
5 Brackendale Way
Reading, RG6 1DZ, England
Tel: +44 (0) 118 935 1681
info-uk@africat.org
www.africat.co.uk

AfriCat America
AfriCat America Inc. Public Charity EIN 
20-3174862
Contact: Wanda & Peter Hanssen
7601 W. Southport Road
Peoria, Illinois 61615, USA
Phanssen.AfricatAmerica@earthlink.net
www.africat.org

Ubuntu Namibia
Non-profit Registered Association
Contact: Susanne & Roland Schäfer
Bergstraße 67
76646 Bruchsal, Germany
ubuntu-namibia@gmail.com
ubuntu-namibia.blogspot.de

SPOTS
Registration Chamber of Commerce 
(Kamer van Koophandel) 20114314 
NGO with anbi recognition. 
fiscal nr: 813081919.
Simone Eckhart, Business Address: 
Spinetstraat 76, 4876 XT Etten-Leur 
Email: info@stichtingspots.nl
www.stichtingspots.nl

AfriCat Namibia
(HQ on Okonjima)
Non-profit Organisation
No:T48/93
Contact: Donna Hanssen & Tristan Boehme
P.O.Box 1889, Otjiwarongo
Tel: 067 304 566
Email: info@africat.org
website: https://africat.org/

https://africat.org/latest-news/
AfriCat News

AfriCat #itsup2us Clean-Up 
Campaign
On World Lion Day, 10 August 2018, AfriCat pledged 
to join the Eric Sell (aka EES) #itsup2us Clean-Up 
Campaign, in a bid to rally Namibians to clean-up our 
beautiful Namibia. AfriCat joined the Blydskap Pre-
school Headmistress at HartseerPos, to encourage 
the children to collect the trash that adorns their 
settlement.

Initially, the young pupils were rather shy but once the 
face-painting and the games began, fun was had by all, 
and six refuse bags were filled with trash. 

This community initiative will be repeated in all villages 
and settlements where AfriCat has built livestock 
protection kraals. 

AfriCat at Blair Drummond Safari Park 

Raising funds for a GPS radio collar for AfriCat was chosen by the staff at Blair Drummond 
Safari Park as one of their different conservation projects this year. The animals within the 
Safari Park act as ambassadors for their wild counterparts providing a valuable educational 
resource for park visitors. Running themed days and weekends to highlight and support each 
project the education team invited AfriCat to the Big Cat Weekend at the end of July and 
AfriCat was delighted to accept the invite. 
The AfriCat stand had a steady stream of visitors and staff. It was wonderful to meet so many 
enthusiastic, generous knowledgeable and concerned people. The keepers and education team 
were found generally to be leaving with their arms full of T-shirts, bags, mugs and other goodies 
from the stand, which all helped the fund raising effort. Our particular thanks go to Stuart, Katie 
and Sheila without whom AfriCat would not be building what we all hope to be a long term 
relationship. AfriCat looks forward to coming back next year. 
After this wonderful time Team AfriCat UK spent at the Blair Drummond Safari Park, is is safe to 
say that the funds needed for lion collars will be generated.

Perivoli Country School (POCS) 2018 News!
Over the past few months on the Okonjima Nature Reserve we have enjoyed numerous 
activities from viewing leopards, seeing different wildlife, recycling and even visiting our 
very own Newlands ( this is our new Okonjima garden, filled with lots of different fruits trees, 
vegetables and herbs). By exposing our students to all the areas that the Okonjima Nature 
Reserve has to offer, we are encouraging them to develop the skills they need for life.  Be it 
becoming a field guide, mechanic or even a horticulturist, we make sure that when we cover 
a topic, we do it to the fullest.

Recently, each class at the school has taken on the ‘planting project’. Teaching the children 
the value of plants, how they grow and how to take care of them. It was such an amazing 
experience to see how involved each student became. From growing maize seeds in a bag, 
beans in cotton to even growing some beautiful flower seeds, each child took responsibility 
and made sure that the plants were taken care of and loved. By observing the students care 
for their plants, consciously “the seed has been planted in their mind” to be aware of their 
surroundings.

POCS has the most wonderfully committed teachers on hand that are caring, passionate and 
always looking for the next thing to inspire our young children and encourage their thinking 
process.
2018 Saw new team members join POCS. Kai Walker (above) is all the way from Switzerland 
and he is currently working with our Kindergarten group age 3-5 years. Kai has a warm heart 
and an easy manner dealing with the children he works with.

Loraine Kotze (above) also joined us for the grades 1, 2 & 3 group. She has been in teaching 
for many years and is now, our “go to mother” filled with wisdom and knowledge.  The 
students have flourished with her caring stewardship. 
Teaching our POCS children that anything is possible and that they are wonderful human 
beings, no matter the circumstance or where you grow up we aim for a better future for 
their lives and encourage them to grow in love and respect. With all that our hope is that the 
young children of our “country school”, will become active conservationists and empower 
them to be the change and make the changes that are necessary to sustain livelihoods, 
conserve wildlife and protect the environment long into the future....

World Lion Day 10 August 2018
This year, AfriCat commemorated World Lion Day 
by launching one of its new programmes:  i) the 
‘PROTECT OUR PRIDE’ Initiative, which is aimed 
at emphasizing the importance of the survival of 
lion prides in Namibia’s northwestern wilderness 
areas, where lion and farmers share habitat. The 
on-going farmer-lion conflict is fueled largely by lax 
livestock management and ineffective protection 
methods, resulting in the persecution of lion and 
other large carnivores. AfriCat’s Communal Carnivore 
Conservation Programme (CCCP) supports and 
encourages attitude change and conservation 
agriculture, which in turn, allows for improved, arid-adaptive rangeland management and 
greater tolerance of conflict wildlife. This programme was endorsed by a generous donation 
by the Kevin Richardson Foundation in support of Lion Research, the Lion Guard Programme, 
Livestock Kraals and LionLights.


